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MONITOR
SPOTLIGHT:

ussell and Jae Howard’s daughter, Willow
Rbecame a certified water quality monitor in

April 2009. Willow encouraged her mother to
become a certified monitor and they went through
the training together. Russell Howard drives Willow
and Jae to their site each month to collect a water
sample at Barton Creek at Triple Creek Circle.

Because of the drought, Jae and Willow were not
able to start monitoring their site until January
2010. While waiting for water to return to their
site, they monitored the Pedernales River at Ham-
met’s Crossing. This site eventually stopped flowing
as well. They continued to monitor there in the
few remaining shallow pools and documented the
drought with photos.

Willow has always been fascinated by water and
the creatures that inhabit it. Joining CRWN gave
her the opportunity to become more familiar with
both. She has imagined herself as a marine biologist
since she was in fifth grade and plans to pursue that
dream in college.

Willow says, “Aquatic creatures and organisms can-
not live without the proper water conditions. Not
only that, but our very lives depend on clean water,
both directly and indirectly. What affects our water
also affects us.

“My monitoring site on Barton Creek
is beautiful! It’s secluded and serene,
a very lush and green place I often
visit even when not monitoring. 'm
very pleased to say, it currently has
excellent water quality and that’s re-
ally gratifying. I've grown up around
this creek, which runs right through
our neighborhood, and I'm quite
familiar with its many moods and

Family Team Monitors
Barton Creek

By Jacob Daniel Apodaca, LCRA water quality coordinator

“Our very lives
depend on clean
water, both

directly and

The family that monitors together stays together! Dad drives this
Mother/Daughter monitoring duo to Barton Creek to do their
monthly testing. L to R: Russell, Willow and Jae Howard.

temperaments. I also love seeing all the forms of
wildlife that live near and in the creek”

Willow, a 15 year old sophomore at Dripping Springs
High School, plays euphonium in the school sym-
phonic band and electric bass in
the jazz band. Her other hobbies
include swimming, drawing and
reading.

She plans to attend college after
graduation and is considering a
double major in marine biology
and music performance and may
pursue careers in both fields.

indirectly. What

affects our water

also affects us.”

Willow Howard
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MONITOR ACTIVITY REPORT

Between Feb. 16,2010 and May 15, 2010, 102 water quality monitors contributed 256 data submittals. Thanks to the following volun-
teers for protecting water quality.

Cody Ackerman
Maria Alonso
Jeff Bauknecht
Don Beal

David Bennett
Donna Blumberg
Lenny Blumberg
Steve Box

David Boyd

Phil Bredfeldt
Michael Brewster
William Brock
Ray Buchanan
Alison Bullington
Jay Bullington
Greg Busselman
Valerie Busselman
Barbara Caballero
John Cassidy
Ann Clift

Melissa Cole

Adam Comer
Nicholas Cowey
Sam Crowther
Douglas DeVidal
Bret Dingley
Terri Dingley
Mary Eastberg
David Edmondson
Suzette Ermler
Matthew Evans
Blair Feller
Robert Fuller
Crystal Funke
Diana Gale
Billy Gravitt
Marsha Hardy
Jeff Henke
Lynette Holtz
Jae Howard
Willow Howard
Steven Hubbell

Brett Hulboy
Vera Janes
Jennifer Jeffery
Russ Johnson
Laura Kelly

Mike Kersey

Sue Kersey

Roger Kew

Susan Kleinman
Linda Lowenthal
Russell Lueders
Cindy Luongo Cassidy
Jayson May
Kathleen McCormack
Judy McCoy

Jim Miller

Joe Monahan
Matt Morrison
Jeff Noftz

Diane Nousanen
Marcus O'Connor
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Charles O'Dell
Pat Olsen

Dan Opdyke
Kenny Pailes
RoxAnne Parker
Heather Podlipny
Jennifer Prihoda
Robert Quarles
Heather Rein
Betsy Roberts
Shaun Robertson
Dan Rodgers
Rachel Roehler
April Tomas Rose
Timothy Ryan
Winston Schroeder
Charlene Sefcik
Warren Sefcik
Russell Seguin
Sandy Shaw

Terri Siegenthaler

Jim Simmons
Therese Simmons
Leo Slaton

Laurel Srp

Joanie Steinhaus
Carolyn Stripling
Cliff Stripling
Betsy Terrel
Cathy Wakefield
Elisabeth Welsh
Douglas Wierman
Sally Wolfe
Robert Yantis
Sheryl Yantis

Kate Young

Terry Young

Joan Zahornacky



