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Family Team Monitors
Barton Creek
By Jacob Daniel Apodaca, LCRA water quality coordinator

Monitor
Spotlight:
Russell and Jae Howard’s daughter, Willow 

became a certified water quality monitor in 
April 2009.  Willow encouraged her mother to 

become a certified monitor and they went through 
the training together.  Russell Howard drives Willow 
and Jae to their site each month to collect a water 
sample at Barton Creek at Triple Creek Circle.

Because of the drought, Jae and Willow were not 
able to start monitoring their site until January 
2010.  While waiting for water to return to their 
site, they monitored the Pedernales River at Ham-
met’s Crossing.  This site eventually stopped flowing 
as well.  They continued to monitor there in the 
few remaining shallow pools and documented the 
drought with photos.

Willow has always been fascinated by water and 
the creatures that inhabit it. Joining CRWN gave 
her the opportunity to become more familiar with 
both.  She has imagined herself as a marine biologist 
since she was in fifth grade and plans to pursue that 
dream in college.

Willow says, “Aquatic creatures and organisms can-
not live without the proper water conditions.  Not 
only that, but our very lives depend on clean water, 
both directly and indirectly.  What affects our water 
also affects us.

 “My monitoring site on Barton Creek 
is beautiful!  It’s secluded and serene, 
a very lush and green place I often 
visit even when not monitoring.  I’m 
very pleased to say, it currently has 
excellent water quality and that’s re-
ally gratifying.  I’ve grown up around 
this creek, which runs right through 
our neighborhood, and I’m quite 
familiar with its many moods and 

temperaments.  I also love seeing all the forms of 
wildlife that live near and in the creek.”

Willow, a 15 year old sophomore at Dripping Springs 
High School, plays euphonium in the school sym-

phonic band and electric bass in 
the jazz band.  Her other hobbies 
include swimming, drawing and 
reading.

She plans to attend college after 
graduation and is considering a 
double major in marine biology 
and music performance and may 
pursue careers in both fields.

The family that monitors together stays together! Dad drives this 
Mother/Daughter monitoring duo to Barton Creek to do their 
monthly testing. L to R; Russell, Willow and Jae Howard.

“Our very lives 
depend on clean 

water, both 
directly and 

indirectly. What 
affects our water 
also affects us.”

Willow Howard
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MONITOR ACTIVITY REPORT
Between Feb. 16, 2010 and May 15, 2010, 102 water quality monitors contributed 256 data submittals. Thanks to the following volun-
teers for protecting water quality.
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