
Middle Basin Water Quality



Review of Standards
• Dissolved Oxygen

– 5.0 mg/l
• Nutrients

– Nitrate+Nitrite
• 2.76 mg/l  streams
• 0.8 mg/l reservoirs

– Total Phosphorus
• 0.32 mg/l streams
• 0.18 mg/l reservoirs

• Chloride
– 1409 = 200
– 1410 = 500
– 1416 = 50

• Algae
– 11.6 µg/l streams
– 21.4 µg/l reservoirs



Segment 1409
Colorado above Buchanan

• Chemistry

• Biology

0.134

0.113

0.057
Phosphorus

12.472.48.270.37518 years

13.652.28.390.3215 year

13.745.68.600.2671 year
AlgaeChlorideOxygenNitrate+Nitrite

High to ExceptionalDiel Oxygen
HighHabitat
HighAquatic Insects
HighFish



Segment 1410
Colorado below Ivie

0.124

0.062

0.037

Phosphorus

8.7263.38.210.06922 years

11.8263.78.530.0645 year

16.5406.18.890.0611 year

AlgaeChlorideOxygenNitrate+Nitrite



Segment 1416
San Saba River

0.117

0.145

0.227
Phosphorus

5.625.57.780.43218 years

7.825.38.170.4785 year

11.022.58.090.5271 year
AlgaeChlorideOxygenNitrate+Nitrite

High to ExceptionalDiel Oxygen
HighHabitat
High to ExceptionalAquatic Insects
HighFish



Segment 1416A
Brady Creek

0.179

Phosphorus

3.845.37.440.1134 years

AlgaeChlorideOxygenNitrate+Nitrite



Segment 1416B
Brady Creek Reservoir

0.067

Phosphorus

14.7467.08.940.1114 years

AlgaeChlorideOxygenNitrate+Nitrite



Summary

• 1409
– Trends are improving
– Solid biology

• 1410
– Overall improving trends
– Salts still an issue

• 1416
– Neutral trends



Summary

• 1416A and B
– Not enough data
– DO  is lower than other parts of this segment
– Nutrient concentrations in the reservoir are 

higher than what is typical in central Texas, 
but not near any levels of concern

– Salt concentrations are near levels of concern



Summary

• In general, these waters are in good 
condition



Questions


