Lower Colorado River Authority
Conservation Landscape Best Management Practices 
(For Use in Ordinances or Restrictive Covenants)
Planting Specifications:
1.
Landscape Option: Builders may only offer homeowner a conservation landscape package such as the LCRA Hill Country landscape Option (HCLO) which includes only plants selected from Central Texas native and adapted plant list such as: Grow Green Native and Adapted Landscape Plants, or other approved native plant source.  

2.
Turf Selection: Turf that is used as part of the landscape package shall be the appropriate variety for the site location and intended use (see below).

	
Variety
	Drought Tolerance
	Shade Tolerance
	Heat Tolerance
	Wear Tolerance
	Water demand
	Growing Height

	Bermuda 

(Common and Hybrid)
	Good
	Poor
	Good
	Excellent
	Medium
	½ - 2 inches

	Zoysia

(Japonica)
	Fair
	Fair (JaMur)
	Good
	Good
	Medium
	¾ - 2 inches

	Buffalo

(Prairie or 609) 
	Excellent
	Poor
	Excellent
	Good
	Low
	3 – 8 inches

	St. Augustine
	Fair
	Good
	Fair
	Fair
	High
	2 – 3 inches


3.
Model Landscape: New developments shall have an example of a conservation landscape, including appropriate soil depth, plant choice, plant spacing and efficient irrigation system at a minimum of one model home and/or community/amenity center.

4. Invasive Plants: Plants considered to be invasive or environmentally detrimental shall not be
    used.

 (See invasive plants and alternative plants list in the Grow Green Native and Adapted Landscape Plants guide.)

5. Turf Limitation: In new homes, no more than 50 percent of the landscape may be planted in 
    turf.  
Soil Specifications:
1.  Soil Depth: All irrigated and newly planted turf areas will have a minimum settled soil depth 
     of at least 6 - 8 inches:


A. builders and owners will import soil if needed to achieve sufficient soil depth;  

B. soil in these areas may be either native soil from the site or imported, improved soil;

  
C. improved soil shall have a minimum organic content of 5 percent or will be an amended mix of no less than twenty percent compost blended with sand and loam (caliche shall not be considered as soil);


D. undisturbed, non-irrigated natural areas are exempt from these requirements.
2.  Soil in new developments:


A. native soil shall be stockpiled and reused on site;


B. topsoil that is added to the site shall be incorporated in a 2 to 3 inch scarified transition 


layer to improve drainage.
Irrigation System Installation, Design, and Maintenance Specifications:

1.  Irrigation systems: Landscape irrigation systems shall not be mandatory.
2.  Installation: Irrigation systems, if installed, shall be designed, installed, inspected, and maintained according to TCEQ Chapter 344 Landscape Irrigation rules, as well as these additional criteria:
A.   Benchmark distribution uniformity percentage of 0.6 or higher.
B.   New irrigation systems utilizing an automatic controller must be capable of (at minimum) the following functions:

· Multiple irrigation programs, with at least three (3) start times per program, and

· the ability to limit irrigation frequency to a weekly schedule as well as once every seven (7) days and once every fourteen (14) days; and

      C.  Double check backflow prevention devices –when installed- shall be installed at least 6 





inches above grade and protected from weather and tampering.

3. Spray Irrigation: Spray irrigation for each home/business shall be limited to 2.5 times the foundation footprint, 
with a 12,000 sq foot maximum. The footprint may include both the house and the garage, but not the driveway or patio.

4. Common areas: Irrigation systems for entryways and common areas shall incorporate design and conservation features applicable to lots within the subdivision. Drip irrigation in common areas will be used where feasible. Color-bed changes and turfgrass overseeding in common areas is prohibited
Irrigation System Maintenance Specifications:
1. Watering Schedule: The developer, builder and/or homeowner association shall promote a watering schedule for both residences and common areas which conserves water and reduces run-off, as follows:





June, July, August and September--½ inch of water no more than twice per week 






March, April, May and October--½ inch of water once per week 






November through February—turn off irrigation system
2.
Monitoring: Irrigation systems in common areas shall be monitored once per month, and any repairs will be made in a timely manner.
3. Time of Day Irrigation: Watering of common areas and residential landscapes shall be limited to the recommended time of day watering schedule (no watering between 10:00 AM and 7:00 PM) unless irrigation of reclaimed water during the day is necessary to meet regulatory requirements.
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