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14-5482

On the 7th day of Sel.......r 989 h, 1 , t e Texas Water
Commission (.Commi.ssion" ) held a public hearinc¡ to consider the
Lower Colorado River Authority's Water Magemen-e Plan an
applications to amend Cerificates of Adjuàicat.ion Nos. 14-5478 an
14-5482. A-e the hearing, 'ee followin wer naed as paries: the
Lower Colorado River Auttority: 'e Texa Parks an Wildiife
Deparent; the City of Austin; the Ga.-wod Irrigation Coman; 'e
Sierra Club, Lone Star Chaptr; the Tes Fai Bureau: the
Matagord County Water Counil; Houston Lighting and Power Comanas project Mager for the Soutt Tex Project: Clear, Clean
Colorado River Association; Piere Rah; the Villaqe of Lakeway¡
the Executive Director of the Teas Water Collssion; and the
Public Interest Counel of the Texas Water Collssion. !lvingconsidered the evidence an arguents presented, the Comission
makes the followi.ng Findings of Fact and Conclusi.ons of Law:

FININGS OF FAcl

1. Notice of the adjudicative public heari.c¡ was published on
July 26, 1989, i.n th Blaneo County News, Austin
American-Statesman and the Colorado Countv Citizen, newspapers
reqlarly published and generally circulated in Blanco, Travis
an Colorado Counties, Texa, respetively¡ on July 27, 19S9,
in the San Saba News and Star, Llano News, Hiahlander anà the
Bay City Dailv i newspapers reglarly publi.shed an generally
cirlated in San Saba, Llan, Buret, and. Hatac¡rà Counties,
Texas, :rspectively¡ on July 28, 1989, in the Fayette. CountyRecord, a newspape reqlarly published and geerally
c~c~lated in Faye~te County i Tex ¡ on July 29, 19S9, in the
Wharton Journal-Soeci:ai:or, a newspaper rec¡larly published and
generally c.iulated in Whaon County, Texs, and on July 31,
1989 in the Basi:rotl Advisor, a newspaper regularly published
and generally circulated in Basuop County, Texs, the only
counties in which persons reside who may be affected by action
taken as a result of the hearing. Said notice was published
not less than thi.....ty days before the date of the hearing.
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7.

2. On July 26, 1989, notice of the public hearing was sent by
first-class mail to persons who may be affected by action
taken as a result of the hearing and 1:0 each person as
required by law.

Colorado River Authority (LC) is reqesting3.

4. LCR's Water Management Plan consists of two volums. Volume
I, Policies and Operations, describs the issues and conflict
in the demds on the COlorado River system and lays out th
policies and management actions LCR will use to accommdate
the v.aiiety of demds on the system. Volum II, 

TeehicaJReport I' describes the moc:els anà data soures and the processused for the determintion of the Com~ Fi: Yield and the
Anual Rule Cure methodology. Volume II inludes a set of
Appendices consisting of the Court's Final Judgment and
Decree, an the detailec data used to support the
recommendations and conclusions diSCUsed in Volumes I and II.

The Highland Lakes Reservoirs are operated by LCB as a system
for flood control and water supply. Manfi.eld Dam is 1:he. only
strcture with a dedcated flood pool and is operated durinq
flooding accorctc¡ to flood-control :rgulations as published
in the Code of Fedral Requlations and under the supervisionof the U.S. Corps of Enq.ieers.

LCR ha a remte . data acquisi tion system referred to as
"Hydt." The Hyclmet allews for remote interroqation of a
networked system of twenty-one self-reporting ra.ifall gaqes,
twenty-two retely monitored strflow gages an six
reservir elevation gages. Twenty of the streamflow gages
also gather rainfall information, giving a total of forty-one
rainfall sl tes . The network is polled each hour I' and all data
is verified and stored in a real-time data base on a central
computer system. Comications ar a Comination of
microwave and UH raàio. '! relational data provided by the
Hydromet monitors flows above and below the lakes.

LCR has a central comuter system that is composed of two
Digital Equipment COTporation MicroVAX I! mini computers, one
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of which is desiqn~ed as an opeations syS~em located at the
LCR System Opations' Contrl Center, an the other
designted as a devlopmnt system located at the Water'
Resoures office. Real time data is loqgd and matained on
an on-1Lne historical data base for one year. This isavaiable for access by opeations mocils , hitor.ical
anyses, or other needs.

8. LCR has develope several hydlogic models tht ar MOcils
used for routine opeations of th system. Each model wasdevloped to meet speci.fic opeationa nee. The Daily
Opeations Hoel, anlyzes the dowtram inlow am de
by accessing stramflow data, totalinq dellDds, an mac¡multiple comuter ru of th Mocil. The Flood Haqeent
MOdel is a user ori.ented opeation tool which accesses
real-time data and routes flood flows thrugh the Hiqhlan
Laes.. The Storac¡e Projection Hol uses hitorical inlow
data to estimte th reliaility of reservir syst.em storage
subjec~ to storage conditions an wate døm_ftds.

9 . The Daily Alloca~ion .Hodl will determine the extent to whih
releases fr storage ar d.veed.. i:t will pefo:i a water
balance every ~wenty-four hour a~ each river gage below Tom
Miller Dam, and will allocate the natual flow of th r.ive
(whether or not it oriqinted upstram or dowtream of th
lakes) to major water rights holde to th eztt it is
available. The :r-ininq portion, if any, of each àiversion
is assumed to have been fro water released fro s~orac¡e.
Each amount is then totaled for the week, month an year to
deter.e ~he total dem on storaqe.

10. Daily Opations are a joint effort betw th. System
Operations Contrl Center (SOC), Hyc Opations personnel
loca~ed at th da, an Water Opations peonnel located atthe Central Office comlex. Wate Opations peonnel
determine the req :rlease by contactg dotream
cutoms, opeatig th Daily Oprations Hodl, an postinq
th day release sc:e. The SOCC th det~nI; nes 'e
optiwi time an during the day to release th wate based on
th daily poer pe demd, aD orcthe hy generation
unts to bec¡in an end at the necessar times. Hyd
Oprations personnel at each da determine wh.ch unt to' ru
at each dam.

i 1 . The standard operating levels for the Hic¡hlan Laes ar:
Lake Bucha, 1020.35 feet; !n. Lake, 887.30 +/-- 0.4; Lae
LBJ, 824 . 70 + / - 0.3 ; Lak Harle Falls, 736.60 + /- 0.4; Lae
Travis, 68l.00; an Lake Austin, 492.30 +/- 0.5. All levels
are referenced to mean sea level.

12. The U. s. Corps of Engineers is evaluatinq potent.al flood
damqes to areas both upstre an dowtram of !1fielci
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Dam. LCR is' cooperatÙlg in this study. The Corps is also
performing a reconnissance study of .possible additional flood
control an water supply reservirs. LCR is cooperating in
thi study as well.

13. The Highlan Lakes System consists of Laks Buchaan, Ink ,
LBJ, Marble Falls, TraVis and Austin.

14. LOA's water rights for Laks Buchan,. Ink, LBJ,. Mable
Falls an Travis ar set fort in Certificates of Adjudication
Nos. 14-5478, 14-5479, 14-5480, 14-5481 and 14-5482. LC
oprates 'l Killer Dam (the. da creating Lae Hstin)
puruant to agreent with the City of Austin. AUStin. s- water
rights for Lake Austin ar set fort in Cerificate No.
14-5471.

15. LCR 's water rights on the Colorado 1Uve below the City of
Austin ar set fort in Cerificates of Acljudication Nos.
14-5437, 14-5473, 14-5474, 14-5475, and 14-5476.

16. LCR' s right to use the waters of the Highland Laes is
subject to the teis an conditions as set out i. th fin
jUdgment and decre dated April 20, 1988,. in Cause No. 115,

.414-A-I.
17. LCR is comtted to fOllOWinq the tei and concitions of the

final judClent and decree dated April 20,. 1988 in Cause No.
115, 414-A-I.

18. LCR' s first step in devlopment of its Water Hagement Plan
was a comprehensive review of LCR' s Boar policies and
eXiting program that gude and shape the way LCR manac¡s
the river system. The LOA Boar of Di.ectors held a series
of monthly pulic metinc¡s an recei.ve testimony f%' LCR
staff, outside exprts,. an nwarous representatives of
diversifiec COl1tituencies inlUàc¡ state aqencies,eivirnmntal qzups,. bu.iess,. inustr i agricul turalintersts, an wholesaJe electric cutors. Based upon th
evidece th Boar received new comrehesive water policies
were adated by the LCR Boar. These poliCies form the
foundation of the Plan.

19. LCU's nex steÐ was the formlation of a Public Task Force.
The LCR staff ånd public task force met and worked together
over a 6 month period.

20. A draft of the Techncal Report (Volùm II) of the Water
Mangement Plan was transmitted to the CommiSsion on Decemer
30, 1988. A draft of both Volumes I anci II of the Plan was
submitted to the Commssion · s staff an distributed to 'the
public in Februar 1989 for public comnt, LCR held public
workshops followed by local meetings in Bay City, Eac¡le Lake
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an at Bucha Dam. Additionally, public discusi.ons during
LOA Boar meeti.gs wer held in Hah, April an Hay 1989.
LOA formlly aàopteà the Plan in Kay 1989.

21. LOA's proposed Water Hanqemt Plan was filed with th
Cn1i.ssion on July 7, 1989. Th COIssion acknowledqeci
receipt of LC' s prosed Plan on July 18, 1989.

22. LC's Water Mangeent Plan has essentially fou criteria.
On is that the Highlan Las an th COlorado River
dowtream will be mac¡ toqeth as a single system fordowtram water supply purses. Th second. is tht the
benef1ci. use of th water derive fro i.lows below th
Highla. La~es will be mily-inti zed. The tl is tht LC will'S'Ctch an conser the waters stored in th HJc¡hland La
an advane water quity. Th fou .is that adeate flov
will be proide to ma.ita, anci whe reùonaly possible,
imrove, fish, wilcUife, and recreation resoures in the Lowe
Coloracio iu ver an to mata.i a proper ecoloq:ical envirn.tan health of :rlated liv.iq maine resoures in th
Lavaca-Tres Palacios Estua, to th extent it is affecteci by
th lower Colorado River waeerheci. '

23. LC wi.l follow five guciel.ies in imlemt:ig its Water
Maagement Plan .iluà.g:

a. All demds for wa1:er fi 'e Colorado River dowtrUl
of the Hiqhland. Lakes will be sat:ified to the extent
possible by ru-of-river flow of th Coloracio River;

0. Inflows will be passeci thrc¡h the Highland Lakes to
honor dowtream senior water ric¡hts only when those
ric¡hts canot be satisfied by th flow in th river below
th Hiqhland Lakes;

c. 'r fii, unterptible coltmts of wa1:er fro Laks
Travis anci Buchan will not excee the COJ.i Fii
Yielci;

d. Water fro Las ':avis and. BUChfl"''''' will be ava.ilaJle on
an interp1:ible bas.is only as long as LC' s ability to
meet th i1and for unterpt.ile water is no
imaid:
Water shal not be released thuqh an da
hydrelectri.c generation, exept durinq
shortages of electr.ici.ty, an durinq othersuch releases will be neeed for anthr
purose.

24. LCR has the ability to constantly montor the amt of vater
in the river available to meet demds thrgh the Hydet

e. solely for
emergency

times tht
bene fi.c ial
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System which should aiiow full utilization of the flows
oriqinatinc¡ below Lake Travis prior to makc¡ any releases
from storac¡e or passing inflows thrugh the reserLrs.

25. Under the Water Hanqement Plan the four downstream irigation
opeations (Gulf Coast, Lakesid.e, Garod, am Piere Ranh)
will have first priority for the interrptible water in the
anual allocation process. This priority will be set by
establishic¡ a Conservation Base for LO · s two irigation
å.tricts . LC intends to nec¡t;iate a contract wlUch wiii
inlude a Conseration Base acreac¡with Piere Rah. Th
Conservation Base acreac¡e for Gulf Coast, Lakeside anPiere
Ranch was determed. on the basis of a ten-year (1976-1985)
lustor;ical average of actua prod.uction acreac¡. Theallocat;ion of water for these the users is based on a duty
of 5.25 acre-feet of water per acre ir1.c;ated. The priority
allocat.ion and term govrig th interpti.on of supply of
stored water for Gaioc: ar basec upon a contraci between
Gad am LCR. The 5.25 acre-foot-pe-acre duty also
applies to Garod iriqated acreaqe. In the annwù
allocation process Lasi.de ha a priori.ty to intept.ile
stored water in an amunt necessar to fi% up ru-of-river
rights to 136,500 acre-feet per year; Gulf Coast an amount
necessar to fi: up ru-of-river ric¡hts to 194,250 acre-feet
per year and Garood an amunt necessar to. fii up
ru-of-river rights to 168,000 acre-feet per year.

26. When the federal allocati.on for th numer of acres of rice
tht cai be grwn excee the Conseiati.on Base acreage of
Laeside and Gulf Coast, then in that year LCR will provide
back up storec: water for up to 28,300 acres at Lakeside and
42,800 acres at Gulf Coast. These limts represen1: the
max numer of acres ser by each of the two divisions
during the 10 year historic period. tht was used to establish
the Conservat.ion Base. For the Laside Division, an acreac¡e
ovr 25,000 an up to 28,300 can be servd fro an alternte
soure.

27. Lae levels follow an anual cycle--that
conseit:lon storage space in the winter and.the year to be ciawn dow by lar water
sumer month.

of fillinc¡ the
sprinc¡ months of
uses during 'ee

28. Because these multiple purose reservLrs were no't constructed
for recreational use, the demc1 for staility .i the
reservir levels by recreation interests present conflicts
which are extreely difficult to accomdate. If l.its are
to be placed On how far down the reservi.s' watei levels are
allowed to decline, a corrsponåiq limtation on the amount
of wa1:er that is available to supply the other demds on the
reserir system mus't also be aqred to.
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29. To the extent that the aiual anlysis of the amunt of water
in storac¡e reveals that there are intertible water suppliesavailable after meeti.c¡ 'ee demds of the iii.gation
operations, interrptible water may be held in the reservoirsto better ensur the security of supply or to maitain lak
levels.

30. If addit.iona sales of interrptible water exceed th
Conservation Base amunts an the priority allocation for
Garod would draw the laks below thse mini1J levls tb
LC Boar will not declar an ac:t1ori inteptible water
available for sale in that year. Those levels ar 6&0 feet
mal for Lake Travis and 1012 feet mal for Lak BuchA~an. I.
is not guanteeing mi. lak levels.

31. Anther item to help keep th levls of Laks Buclulit'U!lfl an
Travis as high as possible is th . ag:t tht no
main::enace, except for emcies, which woul"C rec th
lowering of Las LB r Male Falls, an Ink will be
pertted' if. the refi.l.ig of those laks woud. draw th
levels of Laes Travis an Buchanan below the minimw levls.
Perioàic lowering an ~£.ilinq of Lae Ausin will be done
pusuant to the Settlement Ac¡ement (Deemr 10, 1988)
between LCR and the City of Aust:i.

32. Dotream recreation interts may be enhced by LCR' s
cOJtment to maitai mi",;mu int. flows. LCR will
devlop addi tic:nal boat launs an recreation ~as on the
river thugh LCR' s 10-couty ditrict in order to qive th
puli.c better access to the Colorado Rive.

33. Hycelectric powr plants located in each of the dam owned
an operated by LCR tota 242 meqawatts of capacity.
Hycpower generally has been subordted to be a by-product
of the release of water for other puses. LC retai the
right to ma :rleases solely for hypoer production in
ti.s of emrgency as par of th Water Kac¡ement plan
opeatinc¡ polici.es.

34. LC an Tex Parks an Wi.lcUife Dearent (TP) have
enter into a HemranWD of Onà1:8ftrli71g (XO), whein the
LC an TP have ac¡ed that LO's Water Mageent Planwoud. have a goal of matAiftiT';, aD wher :rasonaly
possible, imroing fish, wilcUife, an recreation resom:es
in the Lower Coloraci Waterhed an of maint.aing a pror
ecological environment ancl health of related liv:iq mar.ie
resources i.n the Lavaca-Tres PalaCios Estuai, to the extent
tht it i.s affected by -ehat watershed. Some of the proisions
addressed in the MOO have been. inluded in LC' s Water
Mangement Plan.
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35. LCR and TPWD curently are studying the instream flow iSsue.
These studies are scheduled for comletion ~n Mah 1991.

36. Unt~l the instream flow st~es are comlete, LCR will comm~ t
to mataing a minimu monthy mean flow of 200 cfs
thrughout the lower basin. This flow may, at :tims, be
satisfied from inflows into the river chanel ,and releases
made by LCR to satisfy the demds of dowiun:ream users. To
assure that suff~cient water wiil be available to satisfy this
intram flow d-IIAnc:, I. ha allocateå 25,000 acre-feet of
f~ water supply to back up tls ò-an on the 'system ancl thedemd for inflows into th bays an estuaries. .__

3' . Fresh water inflows ar essential to matenae of the
prOdUCtivity of the bays an estuaies. Preliminary data
i.ndicate that the amunt of .ilows neeed for the Lavaca-Trs
PalaCios Estua may represent the larst sinc¡le demd On
the system. . TP an th Tex Water .Dlopmn1: Boar. (TWB)
are curently stUdying th issùe of how much frsh water is
necessar to maintain the Productivity of the bays and
estua.ies . '1he s.tud is scheduled for comlet~on by the end
of 1989 with public review scheuled dur~g 1990.

38 . Until the bays and estua.ies stuày ~s comleted, LC ha
Comtted .to a min monthly mean flow of 200 cfs, a m~
seasona mean flew of 375 c£s, an a Ilhtimu anua flow of
272,121 acr-feet for th bays an estuaies. Xeemnts
are to be made at the USGS gage at Bay Cl:ty. Th flow may attims be satisfied fro inlows into the river chael,
releases of store wa1:er by LCR for dowtream uses a.
ruoff or ta.ilwaters fro the rice i.igation operations.
These flows will be ba.Jc up with 2S, 000 acrefeet of fii
supply water which is a.so available for intream flow
d~~nds .

39 . The Texs Water Devlopment Boar ('lB ) ëU the u. T . Burau
of Ecoiic GeJ.ogy are Curtly studyinq. the Carizo-wilcox
an Gulf Coast Aquifers. LCR is stuci~q' the feasibility of
the use of grundwater resoures in COnjuntion with
interrptible Surace wate SUpplies inluc:c¡ th evalua~i.on
of arificial rechage of depleted aqui.fer storage space.

40. Under the ez1tinq LC Water Pricincr Poli~ the rates for
purhasing wa~er mut recovr 1:e COSts associated with the
Water Mangemnt Plan inluc:c¡ necessa. funds for water
quality an conseration acti.v~ties.

41. The water to be captud by the Stacy Reservir ar waters
that otherwise would have flowed into Lake Buchanan. LCR
determined that the appropriate approach at this time was to
ca.lculate the fii: yieid of the Stacy reservoir separately
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fro the Hiqhland Lakes, then acid it back in, to qive the
total combined fir yield for Lakes Buchanan and Travis.

42. LCR used a standard sinqle reservir operation model to
determi.ne the fi. yield of the Stacy Reservi.. Inputs to
the moàel included: inflow, net evaporauon, monthy water
dem distribution, and area/capacity c~ for threservir.

43. LC used a multiple reservir opeations model to determ
the comined fir yield of Lakes BUChl!ft~"ai Travis. User
defined local water demds were assumed at each Q£ the
reservoirs. Inputs to the model included: inlows., net
evaporation, local wa1,er demds, monthly water demand
distribution, mi. an maxim allowable contents, an
ar/capacity curs for each reservir.

44. The period of 1941-1965 was used in the determtion of th
. comined fii yield which includes the 1lorst drught of record
encountere .

45. Hydrlogic data was related to reservir inflow. The inflow
tht actually occurcl in the recorc druc¡ht was acljusted to
simlate a future time period. The monthy values of inlow
to Lakes Buchanan and Travis for the period of Janua 1940
thgh Deemer 31, 1972 proide to LCR by '!e water
ava.lability model were ad justecl. Urier th approach usecl at
th time by LCl to detei:ine the com1necl fir yield, the
simlated operations of Stacy Reservir did not pass flow to
fulfill downtream senior ru-of-the-river water riqhts.

46. !.CR detei:ined how much water was. necessar to satisfy daily
water àe1'llnàs at i! speific locati.on to the extent that flow
is available in the river at that point on that speific day.
LCR founcl that th average a. unatisfied demd was520,657 acre-feet: th in anual unatisfied demd was
674,095 acre-feet; ancl m.i anual unatisfied demd was
340,500 acre-feet.

47 . LCR detei:eà that the fir yield of the Stacy Reservir is
90,546 acre-feet. The comined fir yield of Lakes Bucbl'ftllft
and Travi.s without inlow fro uprcam of Stacy Reservi. is
445,266 acre-feet/year. Adcg. th fir yield of Stacy
Reservoir resul ts in the cami.ed fir yield for Laks
Buchaan and Travis of 535,812 acre-feet/year which r~presents
the maxi mum averac¡e anual demnd that can be met by these two
lakes during a repeti.tion of the most cri.tical drught of
record on the lower Colorado River. The comined fir yielcl
may also be expressed as a total of' 2,679,060 acre-feet over
any five consecutive calenda-year period.
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48. LCR developed a rule cure which defines the abi.lity of Lakes
BUCha"a.n and Travis to meet: anual demands in excess of the
combined fii yield, while reserving an adequate SUPply to
meet fii demds.

49 . Staring with the reseroirs full, various dPllianàs ranging
from .781 mill.ion acre-feet to 1.5 mil.ion acre-feet were
placed on the system for the period. . It was found tht even
at a demd of 1.5 mi.llion acre-feet per year 100' of the
demd was met in 46' of the years: 75' of the dema.nd was met
in 63' of the years: ai the amunt of .78l m.lion acre-feetwas met in 80' of the years. _

SO. This anua rue cure is consi.de consertive to the
degree that the effect of a criti.cal shart-te: drc¡ht equal
to or less severe tha historical will be nec¡liqible only if
total fir demands are less tha the combined fir yield.

.51. The annual operations rule cu will anyze projected anual
demands and based on October 1 lake levels will quar~tee the
supply of water for firm demc1 an identi.fy an annua amount
of water which may be used for non-fl: 'puroses. It will be
moàif.ied as f.i niamands increase, a. as h.ydloqic
condtions chage in the COlorado River Bas~.

52. Th opeational rule cure will be appl.ied to the system on a
monthy basis to deterne how th system is respondg to
curnt conàitions as compared to historical opeations. This
will allow LC to optize reservir operations on a real
time basis an to detexme if adjus1:ts to the amount of
interrptible water ar necessar. This monthy analYSis will
help LCR detect early sign of druqht a. allow LCR to
timly develop and. imlemt druc¡ht continqenc measures.

53 . The amount of water reqd to meet th f.i demd with
th system 'for th preecq year wi.l be calculated in early
OCtober. T1u aiunt will be comared to the projections for
that year, an an variations will be noted and docuented.
LCR will sol.icit inormtion and Projections of use from all
of i,ts fii supply contract holder a. o1:r fii uses
proided for by resolution of the LC Board.. This
informtion will be used to devlop a project.ion of fii
demàs for the comc¡ year.

54. LCR wiii assess the contents of Lakes Travis and Buchaan as
. of October 1 to project th storac¡e levels for Januar 1 of
the next year. Inflows into Laes Travis and Buclia11an frothe. upstream tributaries will be add. to this prelimnastoraqe level based on the miim anual iniow from the
period of drught. Thi process will aL.low LCR to reserv
suff.icient water in the system to meet all fiJ demands for
one year beyond the year beinq considereci for allocati.ons.
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Estimtes for fi% demand commtmts for the next year
be subtracted from the total water supply available.
amount of water remain.ig will then be available
interrptible alloca~ion for that year.

55. In October, LCR will publish the results of the allocation
process, notify th LCR Boar, fir contract holders r theTexs Parks & Wildlife Deparent.- and any existinq or
potential interrptible contract holders. Duinq the October
LCR Boarà meeting information will be presented to the BOar
a. discussed..

will
The
for

-
56. The recoid.ed. anual allocation plan will be published and

LCR will consider public coments an will take into account
any siqnficant water events ~hat may have occued up to the
åate of publication. The annua allocation plan will be
subtted as a recomendation for LCR Boar approal in
Novemer of each year.

51. The portion of the com.ied fir yield that is not yet
comtted and the fir uninterrptible wa'Cer that is commtted
but not yet being used increases th interrptible water that
is available each year. The water tht is captur anà store
from flood flows also adds to the amount of interrptible
water that is available. OVr time, as the curen~ contracu
draw fully on their CODtmts an the reminder of the. fir
yield is contracted for, thre will be less interrptible
water available on an anual basis.

58. LCR has commtted the followinc¡ amounts Out of the comined
fir yield amount:

a. Stac: Reservir - the max imact of Stacy Reservoir
on the fi. yield of Laes TraVis and Bucha is an
average of 90 r546 acre-feet pe year.

b. Citv of Austin - LC has agreed to fi. up or supplement
Austin's independent wate rights to the extent of
290 r 156 acre-feet per year. A cOD'tnt of an average
of 148,300 acre-feet per year of stored water is
necessar to meet ths demd.

c. Hiahland Lakes Water Sale . Contracts - .mucipal anà
industrial contracts tota 104,754 acre-feet per year.

d. Coolina Water for LCR Powr Plants LCR Boar
Resolution of Januar 22, 1987 comtted 15,000 acre-feet
for Ferquson; 10,750 acre-feet for S~ Gideon and 38,101
acre7feet for Fayette Power Project for a total of 63,851
acre-feet per year.
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e. South Texas Pro;eci: (STP 1 - LCR has a contract to SUpply
industrial wai:er 'to S~ in an amunt up to 102,000
acre-feet per year. The c02tmn-c is met f.is'C by
ru-of-river water, fi~ed-up by stored water from LakesBuchan and Travis. Simulated operations thrugh the
drught of record showed a d.emd for Store water in one
year of "51,700 acre-feet. A Comtmn'C of an average of
5,680 acre-feet per year of stored wa-cer is necessar to
meet this demd.

f. Instream Flows and Bav!Estuarv Neès _ LCR is also
committinc¡ (reserving J 25,000 acre-feet out Qf the
Comined fii yield to meet intream flows and bay and
estuaies' needs.

59 . Leu is reservinc¡ 50, 000 acre-feet of the reinina combined
f~ yield for future uses und.er LCR · s certifIcates of
adjudicai:ion. . This reservation will be until water supply and
demand assessments for LCR' s lO-county district are comleted
or within -thee years whichever is SOOner.

60. The unComti:ed balance of the combined fir yield of Lakes
Buchan and Travis is 47, 68l acre-feet per year.

61. LCR is in the process of devloping a drught mangement plan
and will be submitting the plan to the Comssion in 1990.

62. LCl is conductinq couni:-by-coui:y assessments of ~iternative
wa-cer supply sources. This data will be useful in the
development of local drght maagement plan.

63. The goal of LCR' s conservation program is to promote -che
developmnt and. applicat~on of practices and technlogies 'Chat
will imrove water use eff.iciency, inrease the benefi.cial
re-use of water, and mi n; mize the waste of water.

64 . LCR ' s water conseration program are directed. at the two
largest users of water, irigated. ac¡icul ture anà muncipal.

65. LCR' s goal for conservation or water used by irigated
agriculture is to reduce ac¡icultur demands for Stored water
f:om the Highland Laes and. reàuce costs aSSOCiated with the
operation of LCR-owned irri.qation" water delivery systems in
Colorado, Wharon and Matagord.a Counties.

66 . LCR · s curnt irrigated. aqricul ture conser;ation proqri:s
consist of activities aim at imroVing the operati.g
efficiency of irigation water delivery systems and improving
on-far water use efficiency.

67. The major elements of ~he irrigation canl rehabilitation
program incluåe: ~roved opera'C~onal con'Col and management
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of the system; veqetati.on removal and control;
hycaulics chaac1:eristics of canls; intallation
con1:rol and measurent strctures,; aD aU1:tion
diversion faci.lities.

imrov
of water
of water

68. The iri.c¡ated can :riltation proqram is
rece water use by 30 peent with the Gulfsystem. Prenti.ve matenae. at Laside i.s
maintain canl efficiency.

69. The major elemts of th on-far water conservation program
inlude: Dirct supprt thugh fUDiUng and s1:aff .fr 't
Cooperative Rice Water Kaqent Researh Proqram-; assi:staewith th tranfer of ~o=ation fro th researh ar to
th rice producer; consertion demnstrations suc as th
developmt an testi of an aUUDtec leve qate-; an thinclusi.on of wate consert1.ori st1.puat1ons in LC' ssta.nclar i.iqation wate sale contrt.

ex1:ed. toCoast can
expcted to

70. Prelimar results inàicate that on-fai water use can. be
:rd.uced by 25 to 30 peent.

71. LCR' s mucipal wate consertion progrua ar diected
towards imlemntation of uran water conserv1:iori and. wate
re-use. Focus i.s towar encouac¡iic¡ an supprting locallevel intiatives by more tha 300 pulic water utility
sYS1:eJ wi-th LC' s statutory cütrict.

72. The five major elements of LCR' s mucipal water conservation
program are:
a. Di.ec1: techncal assi.stace with. the development and

implementation of local water conservati.on proqrUlinludig pulic awarss am ecation-; waterefficiency stanriiirc an guliies for ne constrction
(e. q., pluming fix efficiency standArds); retrfit
proqram to imrove wate effi.cien in extinc¡
d.evelopments -; conservtion-orient. wa-c rates an othr
econoc .ientives -; low-water-use' laDcapinq ( i. e. ,
Xer.icape): an water :ruse an reling.

b. D.itribtiori sytem auàit an lea detecion services for
local water utilities sering fewer th 10,000
comiecti.cns .

c. Intec¡ation of water conservation and re-use measures, as
appropriate, with otter LCR program an projects
includig LCR water sale contracts,; water resoure
planc¡ and demand forecas1:inq; water an wastewater
utility service studies, projects, and service
ac¡eents; water rate desi.gn; envirrunta proc¡ms;
and enerc¡ conservation proc¡am.
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d. Public awareness and education on the water conservation
oPportunties, benefits, an measurs. On-going
acti.vities include distribtion of brochures, fac'C
sheets, and videos on water conservation; meda promotion
( e . q., news aricles, public service anuncements, talkshows, etc. ) ; presentations to civic ànd service
orqanzations; and workshops, smntnars, an special
events.

e. Demonstrations of advaned water conservat:ion and re-use
techJlogies and low-water-use lancapi.g technques.

73. LOA wi.ll no later tha Decemr 31, 1991 reference and
sn..arize eXisting inormtion on po.t and nonpoi.t pollution
soures am loac1g on the Colorado River includiqinpu'Cs of
nutrients, metals, pesticides, oxyn demdig substaces an
oth contaminants that may affect water qulity, fish
wildlife and recreation resoures in accQrdce with the HOn
with TP.

74.. LCR will no later tha Decemr 31, 1991 identify new data
needed to detei:ine the effect of water quity on revision of
~~nimu flow schedule and as soon as :rasonaly possible will

. modify i ~s existing mOnitoring proc¡am or new proqram -eo
collect such new data.

75. LCR is evaluating the potential problem associated with
anoxic hypolimetic releases fro reservirs and the potential
for related fish k.ls due to resulting low dissolve oxygen
levels downtream. LCR will no later tha Decemr 31, 1991
reference and sn~a.ize this evaluation.

76. LCR has also applied to the Comsion for an amenåmeni: to
the Ceii.£ica'Ces of Adjudication Nos. 14-5478 an 14-5482
relating 1;0 Las Buclianan. an Travis.

77. Cerificates of Adjudication Nos. 14-5478 (Lake Buchaan) and
14-5482 (La TravisJ authrize LCR to divert an us~ water
f%'DI La. Bucftanan an Travis for muipal, industrial ,
irigation an mining puroses. LCR is au'Chorizec to use thewater imimed in Laes Buchanan an Travis for recreation
puroses with no right of diversion or release. LCR is
authorized to use the bed am ban of the Colorado River,
below Lakes Bucha and Travis to convey water released fro
Lakes Buchaan and Travis for use by Lci or others enti tlec
to use such water in th amounts and for the puroses
authorized in the Certificates. LCR is also authorized. to
divert and use water thrugh Bucha Dam and Manfield Dam
for the purose of hycelectric power generation.

78. The Water Hanqement Plan subitted. by LOA to the Commission
for its consic1eration L-rcludes p:rposed reservoir operatinq
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procedures whereby LCR will
in Lakes Bucha and Travis
of use inludig domest;ic ,
bays / estua puroses.

79 . In order to manac¡e Lakes Bucha and Travis a.s proposed in
th Water .Hgement plan, LCl's Cerificates of Adjudicati.on
Nos. 14-5478 and l4-5482 nee to be amnded to. a.uthor~ze LCR
to di veri, release anci use the water i.n Laes Buch,iuuni an
Travis for adåitional beneficial uses inludig damest~c,
recreation, intreUl flow an bay/estu purses.

diveri or release waters stored
for sevral adåitional puroses
recreat~on, intram flow and

80. As par of these amendmts, LCR is not reqestig an
additional amount of water. The proposed amdments wi.ll not
result in an additional consumtive use cf state water.

81. A "fii. demd is a contractu olligation or other
camtmt of LC' s which mut be met 100' of the tim
thuc¡h the drught of. record. 'lota fii demds will nee
to be less tha or eqw to the cam.i fii yield to be
protected thrughout recurence of the druqht of record.

82. Interptible or -nonfir. demands ar LC · s contractua
obligations or other comtments' for store water which
contractually do not have to be met 100' of th tim. The
will be met to the extent aàct;iona water is avaiable each
year after fii demàs are satisf;ied.

83. Le has formlly adopted stadad water sale contract form,
and procedures and rues for aàmstering water sale
contracts. Exitinq contracts are wr~~te for fir supply of
wa1:er, subject only to the general lava of availab~ll.ty. A
second standard form contract for interrptible supply is
presently being developed.

84. LeB curntly. ha no contracts upstream fro the Highlan
Las, except thse with upstream rese.r1rs with juior
ric¡hts to the Highland Lakes which are more or less operat;ionac¡ts .

85. Exsting upstram opeati.c¡ aqrents should. be conidered.
fï. contrct$, aD their effect on the cominec fi: yield
should. be qutified as was Stacy Reservoir's effect.

86. Junor rights senior to Novemr 1, 1987, will be honored as
required by the Cour's Judgmnt and Dece with i.terrptible
supplies. Their diversions will be allocated sim1a: to
downstream senior rights.

87. .A report which documents LC' s comliane with th Water
Maqement Plan duri.g the previous year will contai
informtion regaring Lhe adecy of the hydologic and
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hydraulic data. monitoring system as to intensity and a.ccuracy;
accuracy of reported or monitore activities ~ adeqacy of th
operating :rle cur and the adeqacy' of the da~ly allocat~on
model and any additional information the Execut~ve Director
may request.

88. Under the approach used by LC at tls time, the Comined
f.1 yield of Laes Buchanan &:..- Travis is 535,812
acre-feet/year. Thi amout may also be expressed as an
average of a tota of 2 r 679,060 acre-feet per year over an
five consective calenda-year pei.od. .

_..89. Lc's proposed Water Hanqement Plan does not presently
propose any new projects ta.c¡, storinq or diveninq water in
excess of S, 000 acre-feet per year.

90. The use of an opeationa rule cur, as devlope by LO, is
an acceptale approach to inur utilization of the laks'storage while at - the same tim guanteeinc¡ tht fii demc:
will be met dependaly year after year.

9 i. LCR i S procedurs and gu~dei.ines for the allocation of fi.
water an interrptible water suppli.es ar acceptale, with
the unrstandiq tht th allocation Proceàs may he
amnded at a later time to reflect th results of th intreUl
flow an bay/estuar studies; proided, howevr, tht th
COJIsion shall :rtai jurisd.ction to resolve all disputes
reqardiq allocation of stored water that may arise in th
future.

92. LCR' s .itiatives reqarq point an non-point soues of
pollut~on ~e comendale.

93. The priori ties in
interrptible water
comletion. of th
bays /estuaies.

94 . LCR i s proosed system operati.ons UDr I. ' s Water
Haqemnt Plan are consistent with tl speial conditions set
fort in the Cou's F1i Judgmt an Decre rec¡arq
LCR is riqhts to use the waters of Las BUChAnan and Travis.

LOA · s Water Mageent
ar subject to chages
stucUes on th intram

Plan
after
flows

forth
and

CcmCLUSIONS OP LAll

1. The public hearinq was held tuider th authority and in
accordace with Chapter 11 of the Te3lIls wa:er. Code, as amnded
and the Texas Water Commission Pe~anent R_les.

2. The Texas Water Comssion has juri.sdiction to consider LCR' s
proposed Water Manqement Plan and applications to amend its
Certificates of Adjudication.
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3 . LCR' s proposed Water Mangement Plan recognzes the
of beneficia inflows fro the Colorado River
Lavaca-Ti:s Palacios Estua consistent with Section
the Texas Water Code.

4. LCR' s p:cposed Water Baqemt Plan recognzes the necessity
of proicü -for the p:otection of fish an wild.ife habitats
an the water quity of th river as re by Secti.on
11..147 of the Texas Water Code.

necesSity
into the
11.147 of

5 . LC' s proposed Water Haqeent Plan :rognzes the
COmmssion's statutory authority to require water cons~:iation
an provides for water conervation consistent wi.th Section
11.134(b) (4) of the Texas Water Code.

6. LCR' s applications' to amenå its Ceri.ficates of Adjuàication
Nos. 14-5478 and 14-5482 authrizing LC to use th waters of
Laes Buchanan and Travis for aciti.ona beeficial. purses
do not contemlate an addtional consumtive use of state
water or an inreased rate or period of diversion.

7 . In order to effectuate the .policies of th State :rlatinq to
the conservation an best utilization of th water resoures
of th State as set fort in Chter 11 of th Texas Water
~, LC's proposed Water. Haqet Plan should be app:r
and LCR i S appli.cations to am Cerificates of Adjudication
Nos. 14-5478 and 14-5482 should be granted.

NOW, TBOU, BE IT ORDER BY TE TE WATE COMMISSION
THT:

1. LCR' s proposed. Water Hac¡emnt plan is approed. with the
following conditions:

The Water Magemnt Plan shall be subject to
continuig right of supervisi.on of th COJssion,
the Ct"ission, on its own motion, may :ronsiderelemt of th plan at an ti.e i. the future.

b. LCR · s responsibili.ty an authrity nuder the Water
Haqeent Plan is limted to opeati.ona control of the
Ric¡hland. Laes and. LCR' s facilities dowtram, and is
l.iteà by the ter of th. Oi: .

a. than
an

c. LCR' s responsibili.ty and. auttrity unr the Water
Hagement Plan is subject to an shall not conflict with
the authority of an watexmter operati.on th Commssion
may establish on th Colorad.o River.

d. LC shall mae available to the
real-time, historical or allocated.
collecteå by LCR.

Comssion all
stramflow . data
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e. LC shal supply interrptible water, ~ accordance with
the prois.ions and. conditions speified in the Fina
JUdaet and Dere, to any dowtream water right with
a priority date junor to Deem 1, 1900 and senior to
NOvem 1, 1987 that authrizes the diversion of not
more tha 3000 acrefeet of water per year. Priorityshall be qiven to these water rights i. the same maerthat LOA allocates water to. th major iiiqation
operations downtream (Laside, Gulf Coast, Garod and
Piere Rach).

f. All sales, agrents or LOA Board CODtmts £Or the
use of water in or fro th ~c¡hland Laks shall besubtted to the COIssion with 45 days of the
effective date of the docut.

q. LCR shall subt. a drght cont~qe plan with one
year fro the d.te th COIssion sic¡ th omer
approinc¡ the Water Manaqeent Plan. Such plan shall be
su1ject to the review and approal of the Comi.ssion.

h. LCR shall allocate 25,000 acre-feet per anum of its
fu: water supply to supplemt and mata a minjui
mon1:y mean flow of 200 cfs thughout the lower
Coloraào River measur at th USGS gage at BUtrp for
intram flow pwses an a lIi",'imu monthy mean 

flow of200 cfs, a miiiimu seasonal mean flow of 375 cfs an aminim anua flow of 272,l21 acre-feet measured at the
USGS qac¡ at Bay C.ity for freshwater inlow to th
Lavaca-Tres PalaCios estuarine sytem.

i. Prior to any diversion of surace water for recharqe
puroses, LCR shal obta~ the necessar authorizations
tr the Comssion.

j . LC shal prear and subt to the Coms 

s ion , on orbefore Hah 1 of each year bei nn i DC¡ with .Mh 1, 1990,
a rert which documts comli.ce with th approve
Water Haqemt Plan and an speiaJ COiitions thereto
clurinq th 'preious year. Such report shal be in a fo:mapp by the Executive Diror.

k. After the i.trea study by LOA and TP is comleted,
but in any event no later tha March, 1992, Lct will
sulit an application to amend its Water Maqement Plan
to reflect the results of the instream flow studies an
the stud.es arevaluations refernced in F~cìngs of
fact #73, 74, &: 75 alve. LC shall do all thigs
necessar . to ensure that such application is
administratively and techncally comlete with 6 month
of subssion. The CODlssion agrs to hold a hearinc¡
within one year of the date of LCR' S subssion to
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consider the amndmen1:s of the Plan, or, if the studies
are not complete, to detere why such s'tllàies are not
comlete.

i. After completion of the TWB an ~ study on freshwater
inlows into the bays an estuaies, as applicable to th
Lavaca-T:rs Palacios Estua, an in an evnt no latetha Marh, 1993, LOA will subt an applica'tion to
amnd its Water Mangement Plan to reflect 't results ofthe bays / esi:ar s'Clldy. LC shal do all thiqsnecessar to ensur tht such application is
administratively an techncally complete withi 6 ..lIonth
of subssion. Th Comssion agrees to hold a hearing
with one year of the date of LCR · s subission to
consider the amendments of the Plan, or, if the si:dies
ar not comlete, to determine why such s'tuàies are not
complete.

m. The comined fir yield as foun by the Comssion in
thi Order is subjec't to adjust:ent an refinemen't fro
tim to time as adàtional studies and. simations az
devloped that more accuately :rflect assumuons' . aD
operations as required. by law. .

n. The Comission retai jurisdiction to resolve any an
all disputes regard.g the allocation of stored. water
from Lakes Travis and Bucha, notwithstand,ing th
procedurs and gudelins set forth in the Water
Magemnt Plan.

2. r.CR' s applications to amd. Certifica'Ces of Adjuàication Nos.
14-5478 and 14-5482 are c¡anted with the follOWing conditions:

a. LCR' s certificates of acljudication shall reflect th
comined anua fii yield of Laes Travis an Buchan
to be as found by the CODssion in this Order, and as
may be moàified by the COJssion from time to time.

b. For puroses of perfection, LCR · s authorization to
divert, release or use water for'recreation puses is
l.ited to tht qutity of water actually sold. for tht
puose whethr used in, or released, or diverted f:o
Laes Buchanan and Travis.

3. The Chief Clerk of the Texas Water Commission forward a cop
of this Order, subject to the fil.ig of motions for rehearinq,
to all paries.

4. !f any provision, sentence, clause or phrase of this Order is
for any reason held to be invalid, the invalidity of anyportion shall not affect the validity of the rem:Lc¡
portions 0 f the Order.
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5. Nothing in the Water ~anaaemen't Plan or t:is Order shaii be
construed to impaix, or ~ ~ . authorize LCR or any other person
or enti ty to impair, sen.ior or superior water riqhts in the
Coloraào River Basin.

Siqned this 20th day of Septemer , 1989.

TZ WA1' CODISSION

e, IIi, Chai.an

( SEA )
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CONSIDERTION OF TH
.LOWE COLORA RI
AtlORITY'S DROUGHT'
MAAGEM PLA

'I ftAf or '!CO or 'l'"TES WATE COM~""Ii.tna:-l"" of A .i_ W.. C .. d-
lI Dr II .. .. ii li i-
-U oIth C ..Gi~.,...... -l",.. _.1 -e .-~4~.'...LV.. ' .BEl .. f1 ..
TD WATE COHHSSION

e
s
s
s
s

ORD!: APPROVIG LO COLORAO
Rr AOTORI' S DROUGHT MAAGE: PL

on. the 18th day ot Decui, 1991, the Texs Water Commssion
C"Colls.icn-) held a pilic 1i8erinq to consider the LOliar ColoracioRiver Autbrity's C"LC") proiieà Oroqbt Kaq_-i Plan. At
the haainq, the tollovinq were naaeà .s pari_: the Lower
colorac1 lU,ver Autharity; the Tax. parie and Wildlife Departant
C"TP"i; the City of Austin: Garood Irriqa-rion company; t.'ie
Sierra Club, Lone Star Chap"ter: the Mataqorda COWlty Water council:
Hous"tcn Liqhtinq and Power Company as ProjeC" Manager for the South
Texas Project: the Executive' Director of the Texas Water
commsion: iid the Public Intarst Counsel of the Texs Water
cClission. Havi!q considared the proposed aqreec order of the
pari.., th Comission maes the follovinq Findinqs of Fact and
conclusions ot Law: '

FnTNGS 0., FAC'

i. Notice of thapublic haainq was published on OC"obar 10, 1991
in the Blanco Countv R~cord courier, a newspaper regularly
pUblished and generally circulated in Blanco county, Texas:
October 9, 1991 in the Austin Am~rican-5tatesman, a newspaper
reaularly. publiShed and. generally circulated. in Travis CQun"ty,
Taxs: on Octber 9, 1991 in the Colorado Countv Ci ti zen, a
navspaper reilarly publishdancl qanerally circulated in
Colorado County, Texs 1 on OctoDer 10, 1.991 in the San Saba
News and Star, a newspaper reqularly published and generally
circilated in San Saba County, Texs: on OctoDar 10, 1991. in
the Llano News, a newspaper reguL.arly publi.shed and qenerally
ci.la."t in Llano Couty, Texs: on OC"ober 1.0, 1991. in the
Hiahlander, a neviiper reglarly publisad an generlly
circulated in Buret county, Texs~ on octobe 10, 1991. in the
Biiv citv Diiilv ~1bune, a n~paper realarly published and
generally circulated in Mataqoràa county, Texs: on October 8,
1991 in the Fiiv~tte Countv R..i:ord, a newspaper regularly
published and generlly cirlated in Fayetta county, Texas 1
on Octobe 5, 1991 in the El Cameo Leader-News, a newspaper
reglarly 'published and generally circulated in Wharton
county, Texas: and on OC"obBr 7, 1991 in the BastroD
Advertiser, a newspaper reaularly published and generally
circulated in Bastrop COUf"ty, Texas. These ten coUf"ties are
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the only counties in which perns reside who ~ay be affected
by action tak.nas result or th hearinq. Said notice wag
ptliShed not l..s thii thir (30) dó!ylS before the da.te of
the hearinq.

2. On Septaa 26, i~9i; notiee of the public høarinq Vas sent
by first-class mail to persons who may beaftected by action
taken aii a result of the hearing and to each person as
reqired by law.

:: . LCR is reqUesting approval of its Drought Management Plan for
the Lower Colorado River, Colorado River.,Basin, in accordance.
, with the COlli.sion's Septem 7, 1.989 Order approving LCR'sWater Maaq-it Plan an aminq Ceritic:tes of
Adjudication Nos. 14-5478 and. 14-5482. LCR's Water
Manageient Plan was developed, and sub ttéd by LCR in
accordance -with the Final Judi;ent and Decee en~ed by..the
cour in Cau.e No. 11.5,414 A-l, 264th Judcial District, In
1\8: The ~Yt!.'b~ir'n!l nr t:hl! Lovar Color.daRt v.r Aut:orii tv._ 8nd
the Citv of Austi~ to the Ad;udication of Water Rlahtsin the
LowerColorado River Seament of the COlorado River Basin.

4. LCR's proposed Drought Mangement Plan was filed with th.
cOllission on October 19, L990.

5. LCR's procedures and quidelin_ set fort in the Water
Management Plan and the Drought Manq_imt Plan for theallocation of ti:i water and intartille water suppli_ are
acceptable as conditioned by the provisions or ths Agreed
Order and with the understanding that the allocation
procedures may baamenad by the COiission at a later time
for any justifiable reason inClUding, but not limited to, an
amemiient to reflect the r_ults of the instream riow and bay
and estuar studies;' provided, however, tht the Commission
shall retain juriSdiction to resolve all disputa reqaråing
allocation of stored water tht may arise in the future.

6. The priorities in LCR's Water Management Plan and _ Drought
Management: Plan ror inter=ptille water are s\Ujact to change
arter the coiiletion of _ tie studi_ on the instream flows and
bays and estuai_ reqired1:y conditions (k) and (1) or the
Septemer 7. 1989 Order.

7 . Becuse of the wate-availiUility and water'"-iconditions
tht presently exist, it appeas tht 25,000 'acre-fe.t of
stared water per year probably will be adeqate in thenaar
future to fir up the miziium flow. for i.tream flows and
bays and estuaries set fort in condition (h) of the
Coiission's SQPteier 7, 1989 Order. Pursuant to conciitions
(k) and (1) at the cOllission's Sept8ler 7, 1989 Order, LCR
is required to subit applications to amed the Water
Management Plan and the Drought Manageient Plan following
completion of studies on instreai flows and bays and iistuaries

2
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reqired I:y Mardi 1992, an March 1993, rupectivelY,
ACcrdinqly,. it is unecessar tar tJ:ii Coission to cleterinii
at this tim wliiither thii Cciaaion, by its septBl 7, 1989
Oreer or otherwise, intend-d to givii LCR the authrity or
iii.e upon it thii ol:ligation to r,Ü.a.. morii th 25,000
acr-tiiiit . otstoriicl water in any onii yea to tir up thosa
min1. tlow..

S; Ba.iid on available studies and int.ormtion, it i. uncertain
whether LCR's prcposll plan to beain cuilment ot
interptiJlii stored W'ter supplies at a Janua 1 triggerliivel ot i. 4 million acrii-fii.t ot - wata in storaqe is
appriate, in tht it may proide mora protecion to fir
supliii. ot stored _ter than is necii..ar. Hoever, becausii
ot thii _ter-availability and wata-d-id conditions tMt
prii.iintly exist, it is likiily that such liiviil will not be
reachiid in the nea tuture. Accordingly, it is unecessary
for thii C01i.sion to diitiiinii at th. tim wh.ther, or to
what extent, such trig~er level provid.. mora protetion to
fir supplies thn is niicessar.

9. LCR a...rts thatnothinq in the Drouqht- Haaq_ent Plan
should ba construed to .modify or imair in any way any
contractual ol:ligation of LCR to supply water.

COCLOSrONS OF LAW

i. Thii ptUlic heainq was held under tha authority and in
accca with Chapter 11. ot thii Texas Water Code, as amended
an to. T.~B~ W.~.r Cemissioft Permaft~nL Rules.

2. The Texas Water Commssion has juriSdiction to consider and
tae action on LOR's proposed DrouqJ:t Ha~emt Plan.

3 . It is unniicessary at this tim. to deterine whether the
Comssion, by its Septemer 7, 1989 Oreer or otherwise
intended to ~ive LCl thii authority or impose upon it tne
obligation to release more than 25,000 acre-feet of stored
water in any. one year tor instreai .flews an l:ys and
elliiies. By appovinq the Drought Manageiimt Plan and
entiain~ this Oreer, _ the COlssiCln specifically is not
dllidin~ thesii is-ies.
NOW, THRE, BE IT ORDER BY HE TE WATER COMMSSION.THT:

1. LCR's proposed Draqht Management Plan is approved with the
fallowing conditions:
a. LC's Drought Manaqeient Plan is subject to LOR's

Water Management Plan and all findings, conclusions
and conditions contained within the Coiiission's
Septemer 7, 1989 Order approving thii Water
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b.

Managøæent Pian incl~dinq, withoUt llmitatioo," any
fining., conclUsions and cònditions contained in
this Orier tht are also centain_d within the
septem 7, 1989 Order. '

The Drought Management pian sMll be subject to the
,ce,ntinuing right ,of' supervision of the commission,
and the commission, on its own motion, may
reconsider any element of the plan at any time inthefuture. '
LC's responsibility "and authority under tne
Drought Maagement Plan is limta to operationai
centrl of the Hiqhland Laes and LC's faciliti..
dowatelU, anc! is liiiteel by the, ter of thia
Order an the ,Commission's Septemer ,7, 1989 Order.
LCR is reqired to pas. all intlow. to the
Highland Laes to the extent nacas.ar to satisfy
the demnds of all dowtrea senior rights, anel
nothinqin the Drought Management Plan or this
order shall be cons~ed to modify or impir this
obl'iqation.

c.

ei.

,.,

e. LCR shall prepare and submit to the commission, on
or before March 1 of aiicl year I:aainning with March
1, 1992, a repèrt which docuents compliance with
the approved Drought Management Plan an any
special concUtions thereto durinq the previoua
year. SUcl report shall be in a foJ: approved by
the EXective Director.

t. Atter the instreii study by LCR andTP is
completed, but in any event not later than March,
1992. LCR shall sub~an applica~ion to amnd its
Water Management Plan and its Drought Manag_en-i
Plan to reflect the results of the instreai flow
studi.. anel the studi_ an evaluations referenced
in Findings of Fact No.. 73, 74, ami 75 of the
cciission's Septemer' 7, i989 Order. Such
a?plication shall alao propose conditions for
iipl_entinq or cancelling the deClaration of a
drought to be ..orse tnan the drouqht of record.
..LCR shall, do all things necessar to enure that
such 'application 'is administratively and,
'techically complete within six months of
slLission. The . cOmission ,agrees to hold a
hearing- within one' year of the data of LCR,'s
subission to consider the amendments of the Plans,
or, if, the studi,es . are not compl.ete, to deterine
..hy such studies are not compl.ete.
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