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A Zebra mussel biology

A Status of Colorado Basin s s

A Why do we care?
A Management techniques

A Resources
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ZEBRA MUSSEL BIOLOGY

A Zebra mussels are native to Eurasia

A 1988 i discovered in Lake St. Clair (Great
Lakes region)

A How did they get to the United States?




Z/EBRA MUSSEL BIOLOGY

A Females known to spawn up to 1 million eggs/year
A Larvae (veligers) are microscopic - free floating

A Juveniles settle, attach to hard surfaces (3-4
weeks)

A Become sexually
mature In first year




/EBRA MUSSEL BIOLOGY
A Max shell size: ~1.5 inches

A Life span: 1-3 years
(3-9 documented up north)

ASurvive out

A Spawn in water temps 64° F to 82-86° F
- Mid-April to late July
- Mid-September to mid-December




B
ZEBRA MUSSEL IDENTIFICATION

Dreissena polymorpha

on ventral side -

' Triangular in shépe

Colér patterns vary
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ZEBRA MUSSEL IDENTIFICATION

Zebra mussel Asian clam




Waterbody

Buchanan

Inks
LBJ

Marble Falls
Travis
Austin

Lady Bird

Lower Colorado

Bastrop

Fayette
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Invasion status of LCRA waters

Status

Negative

Previously “Inconclusive”. Zebra mussel DNA detected
in sample from several years ago. No samples have
tested positive for ZM DNA since. No physical
specimens have been found either.

Inconclusive

Zebra mussel DNA detected in sample taken in October
2017. No ZM larvae were found in plankton samples
taken in October and December 2017. No juveniles or
adults were found during a survey of the entire
shoreline during the January 2018 drawdown.

Negative

No evidence of zebra mussels have been found to date.

Negative

Suspect

No evidence of zebra mussels have been found to date.

Active reproducing population present.

Active reproducing population present.

Several ZM larvae were found in a plankton sample
taken near Longhorn Dam in December 2017.

No evidence of zebra mussels have been found below

Negative Longhorn Dam to date.
Negative No evidence of zebra mussels have been found to date.
Negative No evidence of zebra mussels have been found to date.




Zebra Mussel Status - Feb 2018
Water Body Classification

nfostod (Roproducng Poputation)
Posdwve (Multplo Detoctions)
Suspoct (One Ventod Dasecton)
nconclosve

Undetocted Negatno
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WHY DO WE CARE?

A Recreational impacts

A Ecological impacts

A Economic impacts




