
ZEBRA MUSSELS

Stephen Davis

Water Quality Protection



ZEBRA MUSSELS

Stephen Davis

Water Quality Protection



WEôLL DISCUSS:

ÅZebra mussel biology

ÅStatus of Colorado Basin

ÅWhy do we care?

ÅManagement techniques

ÅResources



ZEBRA MUSSEL BIOLOGY

ÅZebra mussels are native to Eurasia

Å1988 ïdiscovered in Lake St. Clair (Great 

Lakes region)

ÅHow did they get to the United States?



ZEBRA MUSSEL BIOLOGY

Å Females known to spawn up to 1 million eggs/year

Å Larvae (veligers) are microscopic - free floating

Å Juveniles settle, attach to hard surfaces (3-4 

weeks)

Å Become sexually 

mature in first year



ZEBRA MUSSEL BIOLOGY

ÅMax shell size: ~1.5 inches

ÅLife span: 1-3 years

(3-9 documented up north)

ÅSurvive out of the water for ~7 days (77ęF)

ÅSpawn in water temps 64º F to 82-86º F 

- Mid-April to late July

- Mid-September to mid-December



ZEBRA MUSSEL IDENTIFICATION
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ZEBRA MUSSEL IDENTIFICATION

Zebra mussel Asian clam







WHY DO WE CARE?

Å Recreational impacts

Å Ecological impacts

Å Economic impacts


