How does 2017 compare?

TYPE OF WATER USE BY 2011 2012 2013

LCRA AND ITS CUSTOMERS*

Municipal Water Use 246,601 228,570 213,691
Water from the Highland Lakes 184,889 122,360 133,317
Water from the Colorado River 61,712 106,210 80,374

Industrial Water Use 60,272 117977 96,253
Water from the Highland Lakes 53,757 19,133 34,296
Water from the Colorado River 6,515 98,844 61,957

Agricultural Water Usel 529,580 102,668 108,296
Water from the Highland Lakes 433,251 8,896 22,346
Water from the Colorado River 96,329 93,772 85,950

Recreational and Firm Irrigation 9,099 6,546 5,680
Water from the Highland Lakes 8,759 6,338 5,535
Water from the Colorado River 340 208 145

Environment? 33,433 31,285 33,465
(from the Highland Lakes)

Emergency Hydroelectric Releases 345 0 0

(from the Highland Lakes)

TOTAL WATER USE 879,330 487,046 457,385

*Water use is in acre-feet.
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371,704 563,2435 622,604

TReleases from the Highland Lakes for downstream agriculture in the Gulf Coast, Lakeside and Pierce Ranch irrigation operations

were suspended from 2012 through 2015 because of the severe drought.

#Dedicated environmental releases are the water released solely for the purpose of satisfying environmental needs. In addition, releases

for downstream customers and runoﬁ" ﬂowing into the river and bay help satisfy environmental needs.

$2016 water use was adjusted regarding water use by the City of Corpus Christi. The 3,416 acrefeet of water used by Corpus Christi

in 2016 is not included in this table.

Expanding the Region’s Water Supply

In 2017, LCRA continued work to increase water supplies for the lower Colorado River basin. LCRA continued
construction on the Arbuckle Reservoir in Wharton County (formerly known as the Lane City Reservoir), the first
significant new water supply reservoir in the region in decades. The Arbuckle Reservoir could add up to 90,000
acre-feet per year to the region’s water supply. It is expected to begin operating in late 2018. LCRA also continued to

explore additional strategies to add to the water supply, including using surface water, treated effluent and groundwater.

Learn more about the lower Colorado River at lcra.org.
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Hurricane Harvey seriously impacted many
communities in the lower Colorado River basin

in late August and early September 2017, with
some areas receiving up to 30 inches of rain and
experiencing widespread flooding. Little rain from
the storm fell over the Highland Lakes watershed
upstream of Austin in the Texas Hill Country.

Lakes Travis and Buchanan — the region’s water supply
reservoirs — began the year essentially full, at the top
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of their water supply pools. By fall, lake levels dropped
slightly because of drier conditions and increased water use,
but still remained above their average monthly elevations.

Municipal water use from the Highland Lakes and
lower Colorado River by LCRA and its customers
increased by 5 percent from 2016 to 2017. LCRA
also released water from the Highland Lakes for
downstream agriculture in the Gulf Coast, Lakeside
and Pierce Ranch irrigation operations in 2017.

Water use by source — LLCRA uses two basic sources of water to

meet customers’ needs: water naturally flowing in the Colorado River,
and water stored in lakes Buchanan and Travis. When the flows into the
Highland Lakes are greater than the downstream needs for water — for
example, during floods — LCRA captures as much of the flows as can
be safely stored in lakes Buchanan and Travis.

Highland Lakes water use — Contracts for water stored in the
Highland Lakes can be for firm or interruptible supply. LCRA also
uses water from the Highland Lakes to help maintain environmental
flows and to produce hydroelectric energy. In 2017, the Highland
Lakes supplied 272,669 acre-feet of water for all uses.

Firm water contracts — These contracts supply cities, businesses and
industries that need a reliable long-term water supply. Firm supply is
expected to be available through a repeat of the driest conditions the
region has experienced. Firm customers accounted for 145,560 acre-feet,

or about 53 percent of all water used from the Highland Lakes, in 2017.

Interruptible water contracts — These contracts primarily supply
agricultural customers. Interruptible water is subject to cutbacks
during drought conditions. Interruptible agricultural customers
used 59,266 acre-feet, or about 22 percent of all water used from

the Highland Lakes, in 2017.

Environmental and emergency hydroelectric releases — From
time to time, LCRA releases water from the Highland Lakes to meet
environmental flow requirements for the Colorado River downstream
of Austin and for Matagorda Bay. In 2017, LCRA released 67,762
acre-feet, or about 25 percent of water released from the Highland
Lakes, for environmental flows and about 82 acre-feet solely to

meet emergency needs for electricity.

Colorado River water use — In addition to the rights to water from

the Highland Lakes, LCRA owns and manages other rights to water

from the Colorado River. In 2017, a total of 239,871 acre-feet of water
was supplied from the Colorado River for agricultural, municipal and

industrial uses under these water rights.

Water Right 2017 Use
(in acre-feet)

LCRA Garwood 67,488
LCRA South Texas 55.908
Project
LCRA Lakeside 39,592
LCRA Gulf Coast 66,440
LCRA Pierce Ranch 10,443
LCRA Lakes
Buchanan and Travis 272,669
SUBTOTAL — LCRA 512,540
City of Austin
Wiater Rights 109,884
Bastrop Energy
Partners, LP 180
TOTAL 622,604

Municipal (35%)
Industrial (15%)
B Agricultural (38%)

. Recreational (1%)

Environmental (11%)

Water Use from Highland Lakes
and Lower Colorado River
(LCRA and Other Significant Water Rights)

I Emergency Hydroeleciric (0%)
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*Groundwater was used to meet demand.




