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BAKERSFIELD TO SOLSTICE 345-KV TRANSMISSION LINE
FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES

FEDERAL

Mr. Kevin L. Solco

Southwest Regional Administrator
Federal Aviation Administration
10101 Hillwood Parkway

Fort Worth, TX 76177

Mr. Tony Robinson

Region 6 Regional Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency
FRC 800 N. Loop 288

Denton, TX 76209-3698

Mr. Salvador Salinas
State Conservationist
NRCS Texas State Office
101 South Main Street
Temple, TX 76501

Ms. Anne Idsal

Region 6 Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200

Dallas, TX 75202

Mr. Adam Zerrenner

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
10711 Burnet Rd., Ste. 200
Austin, TX 78758-4455

Lt. Col. James L. Booth
Commander

USACE - Albuquerque District
4101 Jefferson Plaza NE
Albuquerque, NM 87109-3435

Mr. John Wessels

Intermountain Regional Director
National Parks Service
IMRextrev@nps.gov

Mr. Ron Tickle

Executive Director

U. S. Department of Defense Siting
Clearinghouse

3400 Defense Pentagon, Room 5C646
Washington, DC 20301-3400
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STATE

Ms. Laura Zebehazy

Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, TX 78744

Ms. Lorinda Gardner

Regional Director

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
9900 W. IH-20, Ste. 100

Midland, TX 79706

Mr. David Fulton

Director, Department of Aviation
Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11th Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

Mr. Carlos Swonke, P.E.

Director, Environmental Affairs Division
Texas Department of Transportation

125 E. 11th Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

Mr. Peter Smith, P.E.

Director, Planning & Programming
Texas Department of Transportation
125 E. 11th Street

Austin, TX 78701-2483

Mr. John R. Speed, P.E.

Odessa District Engineer

Texas Department of Transportation
3901 E. Highway 80

Odessa, Texas 79761

Mr. Mark Wolfe

Executive Director

Texas Historical Commission
P.O. Box 12276

Austin, TX 78711

Mr. Geroge P. Bush
Commissioner

Texas General Land Office

1700 N. Congress Ave., Suite 935
Austin, TX 78701-1495
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BAKERSFIELD TO SOLSTICE 345-KV TRANSMISSION LINE
FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCIES

Mr. Wei Wang

Executive Director

Railroad Commission of Texas
P.O. Box 12967

Austin, TX 78711-2967

Mr. Jeff Walker

Executive Administrator

Texas Water Development Board
P.O. Box 13231

Austin, TX 78711-3231

Ms. Terri Moore

Executive Director

Permian Basin Regional Planning Commission
P.O. Box 60660,

Midland, TX 79711-0660

Mr. Ernest Woodward

Chair

Pecos County Historical Commission
HC 73 Box

McCamey, TX 79752
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Ob POWER POWER ENGINEERS, INC.

16825 NORTHCHASE DRIVE

= ENG’NEERS SUITE 1200

HOUSTON, TX 77060 USA

PHONE 281-765-5500
FAX 281-765-5599

January 29, 2018
(Via Mail)

Mr. Ron Tickle

Executive Director

U. S. Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse
3400 Defense Pentagon, Room 5C646
Washington, DC 20301-3400

Re: Proposed Bakersfield to Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Pecos County, Texas
POWER Engineers, Inc. Project No. 149604

Dear Mr. Tickle:

LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and AEP Texas Inc. (AEP Texas) are
jointly proposing to build and operate a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line in Pecos County,
Texas. The proposed 345-kV line will extend between the existing LCRA TSC Bakersfield
Substation located approximately six miles north of Interstate Highway (IH) 10 and one mile west
of Farm-to-Market (FM) 1901 and the existing AEP Texas Solstice Substation located
approximately 25 miles west of the City of Fort Stockton along IH 10. This entire project will be
approximately 70 miles long, depending on the final route. LCRA TSC will construct, own, and
operate the eastern half of the transmission line (connecting to the Bakersfield Substation) and
AEP Texas will construct, own, and operate the western half of the transmission line (connecting
to the Solstice Substation). The location of the study area is shown on the enclosed map.

POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) and
Alternative Route Analysis for LCRA TSC and AEP Texas to support their joint application for an
amendment to each of their existing Certificates of Convenience and Necessity (CCNs) from the
Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC). POWER is gathering data on the existing
environment and identifying environmental and land use constraints within the study area. LCRA
TSC, AEP Texas, and POWER will identify potential alternative route segments that consider the
data gathered regarding environmental and land use constraints.

We are requesting that your agency/office provide information concerning environmental and land
use constraints or other issues of interest to your agency/office within the study area. Your input
will be an important consideration in the evaluation of alternative routes and in the assessment of
potential impacts of those routes. In addition, we would appreciate receiving information about
any permits, easements, or other approvals by your agency/office that you believe could affect this
project, or if you are aware of any major proposed development or construction in the study area.
Upon approval of the application and identification of a final route for the proposed project by the
PUC, LCRA TSC and AEP Texas will identify and obtain necessary permits, if required, from
your agency/office.
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January 29, 2018

Thank you for your assistance with this proposed electric transmission line project. Please contact
me by phone at 281-765-5507, or by e-mail at lisa.barko@powereng.com if you have any
questions or require additional information. We would appreciate receiving your reply by
February 23, 2018.

Sincerely,

o B> sy
Lisa Barko Meaux

Project Manager

Enclosure(s):
Preliminary Study Area Map

Sent Via Mail
ProjectWise 149604

WWW.POWERENG.COM
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Bakersfield - Solstice_Public Generators

Organization Formal Title Prefix |Contact Formal Address 1 City State |Zip

AEP Wind Farm Operations Manager Mr. |Jackie Oliver Mr. Oliver 8135 East Highway 190 Iraan X 79744
NextEra Energy, Inc. Manager, Business Management Mr. |Hannes Grobler Mr. Grobler |700 Universe Boulevard Juno Beach [FL 33408
Sherbino | Wind Farm LLC; c/o BP Wind Energy North America Inc. Asset Manager Mr. |James Holly Mr. Holly 700 Louisiana Street, 33rd Floor Houston X 77002
East Pecos Solar, LLC; c/o First Solar Supervisor, MOC Mr. [Brian Penner Mr. Penner 350 West Washington Street Tempe AZ 85281
Barrilla Solar c/o First Solar Director, Project Management Ms. |Kathryn Arbeit Ms. Arbeit 135 Main Street, 6th Floor San Franciso |CA 94105
BHE Renewables, LLC Mr. |[Joe Brannon Mr. Brannon |1850 N. Central Ave. Suite 1025 Phoenix AZ 85004
Recurrent Energy Development Holdings, LLC Director, Asset Management Mr. |Andrew Griffiths  |Mr. Griffiths |300 California Street, 7th Floor San Franciso |CA 94104
BHE Renewables, LLC Project Manager Mr. |Steve Wotruba Mr. Wotruba |1850 N. Central Ave. Suite 1025 Phoenix AZ 85004
Buckthorn Westex, LLC Director, Project Development Mr.  |Scott Pryor Mr. Pryor 700 Lavaca Street, Suite 1430 Austin TX 78701
Duke Energy Renewables Solar, LLC Director, System Interconnection Services [Mr. [Graham Furlong Mr. Furlong |550 South Caldwell Street, Mail Drop NASO6 |Charlotte NC | 28202
Midway Solar LLC; c/o Hanwha Q Cells USA Corp. Director, Interconnection and Land Develo|Mr. [Brison R. Ellinghaus|Mr. Ellinghaus|{300 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 1250 Irvine CA 92618




Bakersfield - Solstice_Utilities

Organization Formal Title Prefix Contact Formal Address 1 City State Zip

Rio Grande Electric Co-Op General Manager/CEO Mr. Daniel Laws Mr. Laws 778 E. US Hwy 90 Bracketville  |TX 78832
Texas New Mexico Power Co President Mr. Neal Walker Mr. Walker 577 N Garden Ridge Blvd. Lewisville X 75067
City of Fort Stockton Utilities Public Works Director Mr. Aaron Ramos Mr. Ramos 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
AEP Texas Inc. President & COO Ms. Judith Talavera Ms. Talavera 539 North Carancahua Corpus Christi |TX 78401
Southwest Texas Electric Cooperative General Manager Mr. William Whitten Mr. Whitten P.0. Box 677 El Dorado X 76936




Bakersfield - Solstice_ISDs

Organization Formal Title Prefix Contact Formal Address 1 City State ip

Fort Stockton ISD President Mr. Billy Espino Mr. Espino 1500 W 18th Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD Vice President Mr. Flo Garcia Ill Mr. Garcia 101 West Division Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD Secretary Mr. Freddie Martinez Mr. Martinez 4123 North Orient Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD Assistant Secretary Mr. Anastacio Dominguez Mr. Dominguez 1608 N. Rio Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD School Board Member Ms. Sandra Marquez Ms. Marquez 101 West Division Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD School Board Member Mr. Tom Ezell Mr. Ezell 109 North Colpitts Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD School Board Member Mr. Andy Rivera Mr. Rivera 101 W. Division Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD Superintendent Mr. Ralph Traynham Mr. Traynham 101 West Division Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Fort Stockton ISD Assistant Superintendent  |Ms. Paula Traynham Ms. Traynham 101 West Division Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Buena Vista ISD President Mr. Cruz Gomez Mr. Gomez 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Buena Vista ISD Vice President Ms. Veronica Mandujano Ms. Mandujano 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Buena Vista ISD Secretary Mr. Cody Alford Mr. Alford 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Buena Vista ISD School Board Member Mr. Jacob Heritage Mr. Heritage 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Buena Vista ISD School Board Member Mr. Paul Bruce Ivey Mr. lvey 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Buena Vista ISD School Board Member Mr. Roger Tarango Mr. Tarango 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Buena Vista ISD Superintendent Mr. Mark Dominguez Mr. Dominguez 404 West Highway 11 Imperial TX 79743
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD President Ms. Gail Box Ms. Box 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD Vice President Mr. Randy Graham Mr. Graham 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD Secretary Ms. Bertha Natividad Ms. Natividad 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD Assistant Secretary Mr. Clay McKinney Mr. McKinney 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD School Board Member Mr. Sam Contreras Mr. Contreras 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD School Board Member Ms. Crissy Meza Ms. Meza 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD School Board Member Ms. Angelica Valenzuela Ms. Valenzuela 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Pecos-Barstow-Toyah ISD Superintendent Mr. Jim Haley Mr. Haley 1301 South Eddy Street Pecos TX 79772
Iraan-Sheffield ISD President Ms. Margaret G. Holmes Ms. Holmes P.O. Box 486 Iraan TX 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD Vice President Mr. Steve Garlock Mr. Garlock P.O. Box 486 Iraan X 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD Secretary Mr. Basiliso Ramirez Mr. Ramirez P.O. Box 486 Iraan TX 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD School Board Member Mr. John Graham Mr. Graham P.O. Box 486 Iraan X 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD School Board Member Mr. Joe Sconiers Mr. Sconiers P.O. Box 486 Iraan X 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD School Board Member Mr. Tory Cox Mr. Cox P.O. Box 486 Iraan TX 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD School Board Member Mr. Roy Burks Mr. Burks P.O. Box 486 Iraan TX 79744
Iraan-Sheffield ISD Superintendent Mr. Kevin Allen Mr. Allen P.O. Box 486 Iraan TX 79744




Bakersfield - Solstice_State Federal Officials

Organization Prefix Contact Formal FormalTitle Address1 City State |Zip

Texas House of Representatives The Honorable [Poncho Nevarez Representative Nevarez State Representative P.O. Box 2910 Austin TX 78768
Texas House of Representatives The Honorable [Poncho Nevarez Representative Nevarez State Representative 1995 Williams St. Eagle Pass TX 78852
Texas Senate The Honorable [Carlos I. Uresti Senator Uresti State Senator P.O. Box 12068 Austin X 78711
Texas Senate The Honorable [Carlos I. Uresti Senator Uresti State Senator 3315 Sidney Brooks Dr., Ste. 100 San Antonio TX 78235
United States House of Representatives The Honorable [Will Hurd Representative Hurd United States Representative 317 Cannon House Office Building Washington DC 20515
United States House of Representatives The Honorable [Will Hurd Representative Hurd United States Representative 103 West Callaghan Fort Stockton TX 79735
United States Senate The Honorable [John Cornyn Senator Cornyn United States Senator 517 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
United States Senate The Honorable [John Cornyn Senator Cornyn United States Senator 221 West Sixth Street, Suite 1530 Austin TX 78701
United States Senate The Honorable |[Ted Cruz Senator Cruz United States Senator 404 Russell Washington DC 20510
United States Senate The Honorable [Ted Cruz Senator Cruz United States Senator 300 East 8th Street, Suite 961 Austin X 78701




Bakersfield - Solstice_Public Officials

Organization Formal Title Prefix Contact Formal Address 1 City State ip

Pecos County County Judge The Honorable |[Joe Shuster Judge Shuster 103 W. Callaghan Fort Stockton |TX 79735
Pecos County Commissioner Precinct 1 |The Honorable |Tom Chapman Commissioner Chapman P.O. Box 1624 Fort Stockton [TX 79735
Pecos County Commissioner Precinct 2 The Honorable [Lupe Dominguez Commissioner Dominguez P.O. Box 220 Fort Stockton |TX 79735
Pecos County Commissioner Precinct 3 The Honorable |Mickey Jack Perry Commissioner Perry P.O. Box 456 Iraan TX 79744
Pecos County Commissioner Precinct 4 The Honorable [Santiago Cantu, Jr. Commissioner Cantu P.O. Box 10 Fort Stockton |TX 79735
Pecos County Chamber of Commerce President Ms. Jeanette Milam Ms. Milam 1000 Railroad Avenue Fort Stockton |TX 79735
Pecos County Chamber of Commerce Executive Vice President Ms. Arna McCorkle Ms. Corkle 1000 Railroad Avenue Fort Stockton |TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton Mayor The Honorable |Chris Alexander Mayor Alexander 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton Mayor Pro Tem The Honorable |Billy Jackson Mayor Pro Tem Jackson 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton City Councilman The Honorable [Ruben Falcon Council Member Falcon 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton [TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton City Councilman The Honorable |Dino Ramirez Council Member Ramirez 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton City Councilman The Honorable [Mike Ureta Council Member Ureta 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton City Councilman The Honorable [James Warnock Council Member Warnock 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton City Manager Mr. Frank Rodriguez IIl Mr. Rodriguez 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
City of Fort Stockton Assistant City Manager Ms. Shera Lee Davis Ms. Davis 121 W. 2nd Street Fort Stockton |TX 79735
The Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel [Public Counsel Ms. Michelle Gregg Ms. Gregg 1701 N. Congress Ave., Suite 9-180 [Austin TX 78711
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February 8, 2018

«Prefix» «Contact»
«Formal_Title»
«Organization»
«Address_1»

«City», «State» «Zip»

Re: Proposed LCRA TSC & AEP Texas Bakersfield-Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project, Pecos
County, Texas

Dear «Formal»:

LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and AEP Texas, Inc. (AEP Texas) propose to add
electric transmission line infrastructure in Pecos County, Texas. The proposed infrastructure will help to
improve the reliability of the Far West Texas portion of the ERCOT interconnected transmission system
and accommodate future load and generating capacity growth in this region. An initial step in the state-
regulated transmission line routing process is to solicit input about the study area from local elected
officials and public agencies. Please review the study area on the enclosed map and provide us with
any information that may assist us in developing potential locations of the future transmission
infrastructure.

Project Description

LCRA TSC and AEP Texas are jointly proposing to build and operate a new 345-kilovolt (kV), double-
circuit-capable transmission line in Pecos County. The new line will extend between AEP Texas’ existing
Solstice Substation located along I-10 approximately 25 miles west of the City of Fort Stockton to LCRA
TSC'’s existing Bakersfield Substation located approximately six miles north of I-10 and one mile west of
FM 1901. LCRA TSC will construct, own and operate the eastern half of the transmission line (connecting
to the Bakersfield Substation) and AEP Texas will construct, own and operate the western half of the
transmission line (connecting to the Solstice Substation). The proposed transmission line will be
approximately 70 miles long, depending on the final route approved by the Public Utility Commission of
Texas (PUC).

Reliability
Transmission utilities that own and operate facilities within the Electric Reliability Council of Texas

(ERCOT), including LCRA TSC and AEP Texas, plan and operate their transmission facilities in close
coordination with ERCOT's directives. ERCOT conducted studies on the load, resource and transmission
constraint data for the Far West Texas region and concluded there are reliability and long-term needs to
improve the transmission system in the area. ERCOT recommended the Bakersfield to Solstice
Transmission Project to address those needs. The proposed infrastructure will help to improve the
reliability of the Far West Texas portion of the interconnected ERCOT transmission system.



Your Input in the Regulatory Process

The PUC regulates transmission line routing in Texas. As part of that process, transmission companies
routinely solicit input from local elected officials and surrounding agencies that may know of potential
impacts in the study area that could impact a transmission route. Your input is important in evaluating
alternative routes and assessing potential impacts of those route alternatives. LCRA TSC and AEP Texas
request that your office provide any information that could affect potential transmission line routes in
this area.

Specifically, we ask you to consider any impacts that involve:
e Environmental and land use constraints

e Current or planned land development projects

e Construction projects

e Other areas of interest within the study area

Additionally, we would appreciate receiving information about any of the following conditions
that you believe could affect this project:

e Permits

e Easements

e Other required approvals by your agency/office

If the PUC approves and selects a route for the project, LCRA TSC and AEP Texas will then proceed to
obtain any necessary permits from your agency/office for the approved route.

Next Steps in the Regulatory Process

The consultant for this project, POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER), is preparing an Environmental
Assessment and Alternative Route Analysis for LCRA TSC and AEP Texas’ joint application to amend each
party’s existing Certificate of Convenience and Necessity from the PUC. As part of the Environmental
Assessment, POWER is gathering data on the project study area and identifying environmental and land
use constraints as part of the Environmental Assessment. LCRA TSC, AEP Texas and POWER will use this
information to identify potential alternative route segments that take into account these constraints.

Once POWER identifies preliminary alternate route segments for the project, we will invite you and
potentially affected landowners to an open house to review the environmental and land use constraints
maps as well as many other exhibits.

Please note the enclosed PUC Certification Process for Transmission Lines. We hope this chart will
provide you with an understanding of the regulated process we must follow and your role in it. In
addition, we will post and update project information on LCRA’s website at www.Icra.org/baksol.



We appreciate your assistance with this project. Please send your input by mail, telephone or email to
either:

Sonya Strambler Randal Roper

Regulatory Case Manager Regulatory Case Manager
Lower Colorado River Authority AEP Texas

P.0O. Box 220, Mailstop D-140 400 W 15™ St., Suite 1520
Austin, Texas 78767-0220 Austin, Texas 78701-1677
(512) 578-1856 (512) 481-4572
sonya.strambler@Icra.org reroper@aep.com

Please contact Sonya Strambler or Randal Roper if you have any questions. A response by March 8,
2018, is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

()’*2’&4@;%4/
Sonya Strambler Randal Roper
Regulatory Case Manager Regulatory Case Manager
Lower Colorado River Authority AEP Texas
Enclosures

cc: Lisa Barko Meaux (POWER Engineers, Inc.)
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PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Electric Utility Defines Project

e Conduct research and review studies to determine need.
e |dentify needed facilities and end points of the project.

Electric Utility Conducts Environmental Assessment and Routing Analysis

e Establish study area based on project definition.

® Gather data about study area and map environmental and land use constraints in study area.
e Determine preliminary transmission line segments.

® Hold open house to gather public input.

* Analyze data and feedback from the public to develop primary transmission line routes, including
multiple alternatives.

® Prepare an Environmental Assessment Report.

J

Electric Utility Applies for CCN Amendment

e Submit application to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC) to amend
Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN).

e Send notices to landowners whose properties may be crossed or who own a habitable structure within
500 feet of route alternatives at the time CCN application is filed.

* Send notices to municipalities and electric utilities within five miles of the project and to local

L government entities where the project will potentially be located. )

Public Participation

o After the CCN application is filed, people who are potentially impacted by the project have an
opportunity to participate in the application proceeding at the PUC by filing a request to
participate (intervene) within 45 days.

* If no parties intervene in the proceeding, the PUC staff conducts a review and issues a
recommendation fo the PUC.

* |f parties have intervened in the proceeding, testimony may be filed, an administrative hearing may be held,
and an administrative law judge will prepare a recommendation to the PUC regarding the application.

PUC Decision

e Within 12 months of the CCN application filing, the PUC will approve or deny the application, or
approve it with modifications.

e PUC approval directs the electric utility to build the new transmission line along the route selected
by the PUC.




Southwest Region

U.S. Department 10101 Hillwood Parkway
of Transportation Fort Worth, TX 76177

Federal Aviation
Administration

FEB 142018

Lisa Meaux

Power Engineers, Inc.
16825 Northchase Drive
Suite 1200

Houston, TX 77060

Dear Ms. Meaux:

This is in response to your January 29, 2018 correspondence concerning a proposed new
345-kilovolt transmission line in Pecos County, Texas. You requested information concerning
environmental and land use constraints or other issues within the study area. You also requested
information regarding any permits, easements, or other approvals by the agency that may affect

the project.

As stated in Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (14 CFR) Part 77, Objects that Affect
the Navigable Airspace, the prime objectives of the FAA are to promote air safety and the

efficient use of the navigable airspace.

To accomplish this mission, aeronautical studies are conducted based on information provided
by the proponents on FAA Form 7460-1, Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration. If your
organization is planning to sponsor any construction or alterations which may affect navigable
airspace, you must file FAA Form 7460-1 electronically via
https://oeaaa.faa.gov/oeaaa/external/portal.jsp.

For future reference, you may contact the Obstruction Evaluation Group at 10101 Hillwood
Parkway, Fort Worth, Texas 76177 or (817) 222-5934.

Sincerely,

o S A

Terry L. Biggio
Regional Administrator,
Southwest Region

CC: Obstruction Evaluation Group, AJV-15



U. S. Department of Homeland Security
FEMA Region 6

800 North Loop 288

Denton, TX 76209-3698

, PARTACS \
& FEMA

SARE RS

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY
REGION 6
MITIGATION DIVISION

RE: Proposed Bakersfield to Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project Pecos County, Texas
POWER Engineers, Inc. Project No. 149604

NOTICE REVIEW/ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTATION

X We have no comments to offer. ] We offer the following comments:
REVIEWER:

Colleen Sciano

Floodplain Management and Insurance Branch

Mitigation Division

(940) 898-7527 March 6, 2018



P OWE R 1§~ (13237 POWER ENGINEERS, INC.
16825 NORTHCHASE DRIVE

'Date F\e_q__d_ l y £ SUITE 12
ENGINEERS r [Rec'd t ’; 31445 HOUSTON, TX 77060 USA
e
3 'L\bt ” i_l_"]_fQ__ PHONE 2#1-765-5500
.’ !, \&_._ FAX 281-765-5509
January 29, 2018 | [
(Via Mail) ~ . i[._ =
Mr. Tony Robinson MIT N T
Region 6 Administrator M0 T o
Federal Emergency Management Agency Np T
FRC 800 N. Loop 288 Granis | !“ —
Denton, TX 76209-3698 File | '
S Z(J"f 115’

Re: Proposed Bakersfield to Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project
Pecos County, Texas
POWER Engineers, Inc. Project No. 149604

Dear Mr. Robinson:

LCRA Transmission Services Corporation (LCRA TSC) and AEP Texas Inc. (AEP Texas) are
jointly proposing to build and operate a new 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line in Pecos County,
Texas. The proposed 345-kV line will extend between the existing LCRA TSC Bakersfield
Substation located approximately six miles north of Interstate Highway (IH) 10 and one mile west
of Farm-to-Market (FM) 1901 and the existing AEP Texas Solstice Substation located
approximately 25 miles west of the City of Fort Stockton along TH 10. This entire project will be
approximately 70 miles long, depending on the final route. LCRA TSC will construct, own, and
operate the eastern half of the transmission line (connecting to the Bakersfield Substation) and
AEP Texas will construct, own, and operate the western half of the transmission line (connecting
to the Solstice Substation). The location of the study area is shown on the enclosed map.

POWER Engineers, Inc. (POWER) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) and
Alternative Route Analysis for LCRA TSC and AEP Texas to support their joint application for an
amendment to each of their existing Certificates of Convenience and Necessity (CCNs) from the
Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC). POWER is gathering data on the existing
environment and identifying environmental and land use constraints within the study area. LCRA
TSC, AEP Texas, and POWER will identify potential alternative route segments that consider the
data gathered regarding environmental and land use constraints.

We are requesting that your agency/office provide information concerning environmental and land
use constraints or other issues of interest to your agency/office within the study area. Your input
will be an important consideration in the evaluation of alternative routes and in the assessment of
potential impacts of those routes. In addition, we would appreciate receiving information about
any permits, easements, or other approvals by your agency/office that you believe could affect this
project, or if you are aware of any major proposed development or construction in the study area.
Upon approval of the application and identification of a final route for the proposed project by the
PUC, LCRA TSC and AEP Texas will identify and obtain necessary permits, if required, from
your agency/office.

HOU 146-007 (PER-01) LCRA TSC/AEP TEXAS (01/29/2018) 149604 LD WWW.POWERENG.COM



January 29, 2018

Thank you for your assistance with this proposed electric transmission line project. Please contact
me by phone at 281-765-5507, or by e-mail at lisa.barko@powereng.com if you have any
questions or require additional information. We would appreciate receiving your reply by
February 23, 2018.

Sincerely,

oo Bk Aoyt
Lisa Barko Meaux
Project Manager
Enclosure(s):

Preliminary Study Area Map

Sent Via Mail
ProjectWise 149604

WWW.POWERENG.COM
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Meaux, Lisa

From: Meauy, Lisa

Sent: Monday, August 13, 2018 11:25 AM

To: 'justin.criggs@usace.army.mil'

Cc: Williams, Denise; Innes, Emily

Subject: RE: Bakersfield to Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project

Good morning Mr. Riggs,

We have not seen a response to this submittal. Have we missed it or is it in progress? If we need to resent the
attachments we can certainly do that as well or answer any questions you may have.

Kindly please confirm receipt of this email.

Thank you in advance,
Lisa

LISA BARKO MEAUX

PROJECT MANAGER

ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT MANAGER
16825 Northchase Drive, Suite 1200

Houston, Texas 77060

281-765-5507 direct
713-962-8476 cell
lisa.barko@powereng.com

POWER Engineers, Inc.
WwWw.powereng.com

From: Meaux, Lisa

Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 12:38 PM

To: justin.criggs@usace.army.mil

Cc: Williams, Denise (denise.williams@powereng.com)

Subject: Bakersfield to Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project

Mr. Riggs,

Thank you for your call on February 13, 2018. As requested, attached is a copy of the letter and map that was sent to
Lieutenant Booth in Albuquerque, New Mexico on January 29, 2018. Thank you for your interest in the Bakersfield to
Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project. If you have any questions after reviewing the letter please give me a call at
281-765-5507.

Thank you,

Lisa

<< File: Bakersfield_Solstice_ AgencyContact USACE Alb. District_2018-02-15.pdf >> << File:
Bakersfield_Solstice_AgencyContact_11x17_20180125.pdf >>

LISA BARKO MEAUX
PROJECT MANAGER
ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT MANAGER



16825 Northchase Drive, Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77060

281-765-5507 direct
713-962-8476 cell
lisa.barko@powereng.com

POWER Engineers, Inc.

WWW.powereng.com



Natural Resources
Conservation Service

State Office

101 S. Main Street
Temple, TX 76501
Voice 254.742.9800
Fax 254.742.9819

USDA

e —
- United States Department of Agriculture

February 8, 2018

POWER Engineers, Inc.

16825 Northchase Dr., Suite 1200

Houston, Texas 77060

Attention: Lisa Barko Meaux, Project Manager

Subject: LNU-Farmland Protection
Proposed Bakersfield to Solstice 345-kV Transmission Line Project
NEPA/FPPA Evaluation

Pecos County, Texas

We have reviewed the information provided in your correspondence dated January
29, 2018 concerning the proposed transmission line project located in Pecos County,
Texas. This review is part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
evaluation for the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC). We have evaluated
the proposed site as required by the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA).

The proposed project site may involve areas of Prime Farmland; however, we now
consider the installation of transmission lines to be a minimal impact that will have
no effect on productive agricultural lands. Due to these reasons, the proposed project
is exempt from provisions of FPPA and no further consideration for protection is
necessary.

Please find the attached Custom Soil Resources Report. The soil physical and
chemical properties are presented, along with additional restrictions or
interpretations for the project area.

Along the project area, several concerns should be considered, including limitations
to depth of restrictive layer, slope gradient, and erosion potential. We have included
these reports as attachments to the soils report.

The proposed site does not involve USDA-NRCS floodwater retarding structures
(FRS) or Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) conservation easements on or near the
project area. We recommend that the entities developing these areas continue
coordination with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and the US Fish and
Wildlife Service to avoid adverse impacts to wetland ecosystems and habitats.

We strongly encourage the use of acceptable erosion control methods during the
construction of this project.

An Equat Opportunity Provider and Employer



USDA

— United States Department of Agriculture

If you have further questions, please contact me at 254.742.9836 or by email at
Carlos.Villarreal@tx.usda.gov (Preferred).

Sincerely,

CARLOS  Digitallysigned by

CARLOS

VILLARREA VILLARREAL

Date: 2018.02.08
L 12:38:52 -06'00'
Carlos J. Villarreal
NRCS Soil Scientist

Attachment: Custom Soil Resource Report for Pecos County, Texas

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Austin Ecological Services Field Office
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200
Austin, TX 78758-4460
Phone: (512) 490-0057 Fax: (512) 490-0974
http:// www.fws.gov/southwest/es/AustinTexas/

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/EndangeredSpecies/lists/

In Reply Refer To: August 16, 2018
Consultation Code: 02ETAU00-2018-SLI-1395

Event Code: 02ETAU00-2018-E-02717

Project Name: Bakersfield to Solstice Transmission Line Project

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the county of your
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Please note that new information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and
distribution of species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Feel
free to contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential
impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and
proposed critical habitat. Also note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing
section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This
verification can be completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that
verification be completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project
planning and implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be
requested through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the
enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to

utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of federally listed as threatened


http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/AustinTexas/
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/EndangeredSpecies/lists/
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or endangered species and to determine whether projects may affect these species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

While a Federal agency may designate a non-Federal representative to conduct informal
consultation or prepare a biological assessment, the Federal Agency must notify the Service in
writing of any such designation. The Federal agency shall also independently review and
evaluate the scope and content of a biological assessment prepared by their designated non-
Federal representative before that document is submitted to the Service.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by a federally funded, permitted
or authorized activity, the agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402.
The following definitions are provided to assist you in reaching a determination:

= No effect - the proposed action will not affect federally listed species or critical habitat. A
“no effect” determination does not require section 7 consultation and no coordination or
contact with the Service is necessary. However, if the project changes or additional
information on the distribution of listed or proposed species becomes available, the project
should be reanalyzed for effects not previously considered.

* May affect, but is not likely to adversely affect - the project may affect listed species and/or
critical habitat; however, the effects are expected to be discountable, insignificant, or
completely beneficial. Certain avoidance and minimization measures may need to be
implemented in order to reach this level of effect. The Federal agency or the designated
non-Federal representative should consult with the Service to seek written concurrence that
adverse effects are not likely. Be sure to include all of the information and documentation
used to reach your decision with your request for concurrence. The Service must have this
documentation before issuing a concurrence.

= [s likely to adversely affect - adverse effects to listed species may occur as a direct or
indirect result of the proposed action. For this determination, the effect of the action is
neither discountable nor insignificant. If the overall effect of the proposed action is
beneficial to the listed species but the action is also likely to cause some adverse effects to
individuals of that species, then the proposed action “is likely to adversely affect” the
listed species. The analysis should consider all interrelated and interdependent actions. An
“is likely to adversely affect” determination requires the Federal action agency to initiate
formal section 7 consultation with our office.
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Regardless of the determination, the Service recommends that the Federal agency maintain a
complete record of the evaluation, including steps leading to the determination of effect, the
qualified personnel conducting the evaluation, habitat conditions, site photographs, and any other
related information. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at: http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-
GLOS.PDF.

Migratory Birds

For projects that may affect migratory birds, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) implements
various treaties and conventions for the protection of these species. Under the MBTA, taking,
killing, or possessing migratory birds is unlawful. Migratory birds may nest in trees, brushy
areas, or other areas of suitable habitat. The Service recommends activities requiring vegetation
removal or disturbance avoid the peak nesting period of March through August to avoid
destruction of individuals, nests, or eggs. If project activities must be conducted during this time,
we recommend surveying for nests prior to conducting work. If a nest is found, and if possible,
the Service recommends a buffer of vegetation remain around the nest until the young have
fledged or the nest is abandoned.

For additional information concerning the MBTA and recommendations to reduce impacts to
migratory birds please contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Migratory Birds Office, 500
Gold Ave. SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102. A list of migratory birds may be viewed at https://
www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/migratory-bird-treaty-act-protected-
species.php. Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including
communications towers can be found at: https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-

assessment-tools-and-guidance/guidance-documents/communication-towers.php. Additionally,
wind energy projects should follow the wind energy guidelines

https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/guidance-
documents/wind-energy.php ) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and bats.

Finally, please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden
Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require
development of an eagle conservation plan https:/www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-
assessment-tools-and-guidance/guidance-documents/eagles.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

= Official Species List
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Official Species List

This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed
action".

This species list is provided by:

Austin Ecological Services Field Office
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200

Austin, TX 78758-4460

(512) 490-0057
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 02ETAUO00-2018-SLI-1395

Event Code: 02ETAU00-2018-E-02717
Project Name: Bakersfield to Solstice Transmission Line Project
Project Type: TRANSMISSION LINE

Project Description: Bakersfield to Solstice Transmission Line Project

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://
www.google.com/maps/place/30.90836250139582N102.83896500786192W

Counties: Pecos, TX


https://www.google.com/maps/place/30.90836250139582N102.83896500786192W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/30.90836250139582N102.83896500786192W
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Endangered Species Act Species

There is a total of 13 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species
list because a project could affect downstream species. Note that 3 of these species should be
considered only under certain conditions.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA
Fisheries!, as USEWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office
if you have questions.

1. NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of
Commerce.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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Birds
NAME STATUS
Least Tern Sterna antillarum Endangered

Population: interior pop.

No critical habitat has been designated for this species.

This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:
= Wind Energy Projects

Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8505

Mexican Spotted Owl Strix occidentalis lucida Threatened
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8196

Northern Aplomado Falcon Falco femoralis septentrionalis Endangered
Population: Wherever found, except where listed as an experimental population
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1923

Piping Plover Charadrius melodus Threatened
Population: [Atlantic Coast and Northern Great Plains populations] - Wherever found, except
those areas where listed as endangered.
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:
= Wind Energy Projects
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039

Red Knot Calidris canutus rufa Threatened
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
This species only needs to be considered under the following conditions:
= Wind Energy Projects
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864

Fishes
NAME STATUS
Leon Springs Pupfish Cyprinodon bovinus Endangered

There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location overlaps the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1135
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