
Long-Term Weather 
Forecast

Water Operations Committee Meeting

Sept. 23, 2020



June-August: 
Rainfall 
Departure 
From Normal
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June-August: 
Temperature 
Departure 
From Normal
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Summer 2020 Climate Statistics

• For Texas:

– This was the sixth-hottest summer on record

– This was the 20th-driest summer on record

• At Austin Camp Mabry:

– This was the fourth-hottest summer on record, behind 2011, 2009 
and 2018

– This was the 33rd-driest summer on record

• Austin recorded 49 triple-digit temperatures
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Rainfall Since Sept. 1
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Current Soil Moisture Anomaly
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Limited 
Drought 
Across 
Basin
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Limited 
Drought 
Across 
Basin
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Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase,
IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap
contributors, and the GIS User Community

Intensity

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Drought - Moderate

D2 Drought - Severe

D3 Drought - Extreme

D4 Drought - Exceptional
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September 2020 – Pacific Trending to 
La Niña
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A Weak to 
Moderate 
La Niña 
Forecast 
Fall 
Through 
Winter

9



Typical Impacts From La Niña 
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European Model, Rainfall Departure 
From Normal Through Nov. 5

11



National 
Weather 
Service 
Rainfall 
Outlook
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National Weather Service Temperature 
Outlook

13



Drought 
Development 
Predicted 
Over the 
Next Three 
Months
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Outlook for Fall and Winter

• Near-normal to slightly below-normal rainfall expected 
September through October

• A mild to moderate La Niña is forecast to develop and persist 
through the upcoming winter

• La Niña causes a drier pattern across Texas and helps kick off 
droughts

• Rainfall trending below normal beginning in November, 
continuing through February

• Milder-than-normal temperatures this winter
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