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Texas Surface WQ Standards –
Proposed Changes
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• Public Comment Period ended May 2, 2022

• Revisions are proposed to:

– incorporate new information and the results of studies on the 
appropriate uses and criteria of individual water bodies

– Incorporate new scientific data on the effects of specific pollutants

– Address new provisions in federal regulations and EPA guidance



Texas Surface WQ Standards –
Proposed Changes
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• Specific proposed changes to the rules include 
revisions/additions to:

– Statewide toxic criteria 

– Site-specific toxic criteria 

– Uses, criteria, and descriptions of individual water bodies 

– Site-specific recreational uses for select water bodies 

– Revisions to clarify the prohibition of discharges of visible pre-
production plastic into surface water in the state.
▪ Addition of explicit prohibition of discharge of visible pre-production plastic in 

all wastewater and stormwater discharges subject to 30 TAC 307.4(b)(8)
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Aquatic Vegetation and Algae in the 
Highland Lakes
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o Increased water clarity leads to deeper light penetration, which can 

increase aquatic plant and algae growth and encroachment into 

previously uninhabited areas

o Plant and algae growth is also influenced by several environmental factors

▪ Ample sunlight

▪Warm water temps

▪Water column stability (low flows, lack of rain)

▪ Abundant nutrient concentrations (nitrogen and phosphorus)



www.lcra.org/waterweeds
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Native Mussel 
Conservation



Native Mussel Updates

• 4 Candidate Species in our Basin Proposed for Listing under the 

Endangered Species Act

➢ Texas Fatmucket

➢ Texas Pimpleback

➢ Texas Fawnsfoot

➢ Balcones Spike

• LCRA Draft Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances 

(CCAA) being reviewed by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

• Final listing decision will occur at the end of August

• If LCRA’s Draft CCAA is not approved by this point, then we will 

pivot to a Habitat Conservation Plan (Section 10 ESA)




